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n behaif of The Football League,

welcome to Wembley Stadium for the

2010 Coca-Cola Football League

Play-Off Finals.

For more than two decades, the
Play Off Finals have provided an unmissable,
winner-takes-all finale to the domestic football
calendar. Few football matches have so much
resting on them. For supporters they are a
roller coaster ride that cuiminates in either the
unbridled joy of promotion or the utter despair of
defeat, whilst for the players, an entire season’s
work hangs in the balance.
| would like to extend a warm welcome to the
directors, management and players of today’s
finalist clubs. Congratulations on reaching
Wembley, | hope it proves a memorable occasion
regardless of the resuit.
| would like to take this opportunity to express

my appreciation, and also that of our clubs, for
the outstanding support we have received from
Coca-Cola over the last six years. This year's
play-offs mark the end of their time as our title
sponsor, during which they have made a genuine
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connection with fans and helped us raise the
public profile of our league to new levels.
Quite simply, they have been a class act.

My thanks also go to our broadcast partners
Sky Sports and BBC Sport, both of whom
demonstrated their commitment to all levels of
the professional game through comprehensive
coverage of our three divisions. This season,
there has been more live coverage of the Coca-
Cola Football League than ever before, including
all fifteen play-off games in a dramatic end of
season festival of football.

This season The Football League recorded its
highest attendances for 50 years with more than
17 million fans watching matches. This is a
testament to the efforts of clubs to deliver real
football to real fans in towns and cities across
the country and the extraordinary loyaity shown
by supporters to their teams.

It therefore seems fitting that my final welcome
goes to the two sets of fans that have travelled

| to Wembley this afternoon. Enjoy the match and
| enjoy next season, in whichever division you are

watching your football..

VWELCOME TO
WEMBLEY

The Football League and Coca-Cola wish to extend a warm welcome to the
directors, management, players and fans of both Millwall and Swindon Town

SANJAY

GUHA
PRESIDENT
COCA-COLA

GREAT BRITAIN
& IRELAND

elcome to the 2010 Coca-Cola

Football League 1 Play-Off Final.

On behalf of everyone at Coca-

Cola I'd like to welcome you to

Wembley Stadium, a fitting arena
for the showpiece occasion in Coca-Cola's
football calendar.

The prize on offer for today’s teams is sure to
make the next 90 minutes a tense occasion for
fans and players alike. Both Millwall and Swindon
Town have performed valiantly to get this far, not
only in the play-offs but in their 46 League games

f""lnﬂ

prior. We wish both teams the best of luck for
today’s game and for next season.

This year's play-offs mark the sixth anniversary
of Coca-Cola’s title sponsorship of The Football
League. To celebrate this milestone we have
created a series of unique TV adverts celebrating
the true unsung heroes at your club - both you
the fans and the dedicated staff behind the
scenes — without your loyal support throughout
the season none of this would have been
possible. The Coca-Cola adverts not only share
your passion but also celebrate your role in
inspiring the players on the pitch.

The adverts will be shown on Sky Sports
immediately prior to kick-off on each final day
and the League 1 film can also be seen just
before the players take to the field. We hope
you enjoy them!

Since we began our association with
The Football League back in 2004 we have
continuously strived to engage and celebrate
with fans up and down the country.

Our first ground-breaking initiative was the
Club Colours campaign, which gave each club
its own Coca-Cola visual identity, and can still be
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seen on the perimeter boards at each club and
here today. We have also worked hard to make
sure everyone has had a chance to play their part
in transforming their club’s fortunes. The success
of the Win A Player and Buy A Player promotions
showed our commitment to fans and clubs alike.

This season, we've been getting fans closer to
their clubs than ever before, providing behind the
scenes experiences on match days and at the
training grounds of each of the teams in The
Football League. We are delighted to have been
able to extend this offer, providing an exclusive
behind the scenes experience to lucky fans from
both teams at today's Play-Off Final.

I'd like to personally thank the fans from
all 72 clubs for supporting their team and
embracing Coca-Cola’s involvement in
The Football League for the past six years.

We very much look forward to continuing
our journey with all of you as we commence
our new and exciting partnership with The
Football League for the 2010/11 season.

So that's the talking over — now the real business
on the pitch can begin. Get behind your team,
raise the roof and celebrate this great occasion..




oCT 17
Chariton and Leeds top with 6 Charlton at top, but

wins out of 6. Huddersfield  played 2 more than Leeds.
3rd, Norwich 10th MK Dons third

TIMELINE OF THE LEAGUE 1 CAMPAIGN

AUG 18 0ocT 3

After 3 games, Colchester,
Charlton and Leeds have

NOV 21

Leeds have 3 point lead over  Leeds have 6 point lead

Charlton. Bristol Rovers 3rd over Charlton, who are
and Colchester 4th 3 ahead of Huddersfield

and Colchester

maximum points

Leeds’ lead cut to 4 points,
Charlton 2nd, 4 points clear
of Norwich

Leeds have 3 point lead
over Norwich, who are
3 clear of Charlton

JAN 2
Leeds open up an 8 point
lead over Norwich and
Charlton. Colchester 4th
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THE VWINNER
TAKES IT ALL

Dreams will be realised and dashed this afternoon as
Millwall and Swindon Town target the Championship

WORDS JON COLMAN

t's never how you start, but how you finish.
Not only a useful motto for the play-offs, it
might also be the perfect epitaph for the
2009/10 League 1 season once it has
reached its champagne-soaked climax today.
This will be remembered as the campaign when

tha tanm that wae whinnad 7.1 nn tha ananinn
IS I8aM INal Was wWnippeC /- On Ine CpeEning

day (Norwich City) ended it as runaway
champions, with the free-scoring victors on that
sunny August afternoon (Coichester United)
nowhere to be seen in the end-of-term reckoning.

It has also been a season when a nine-
month occupation of the top six was no
guarantee of any garlands in May; Charlton
Athletic did not spend a single week below
the play-off places but are now facing up to
a second successive year in the third tier.

All the Addicks had to show for their own
48-game epic was the appreciation of neutral
supporters who cherish the unique drama-
and-delirium package that the play-offs
provide. Their losing contest with Swindon
Town was a classic of its kind and furthered
the reputation of the four-team May shoot-out
as a purveyor of extraordinary thrills.

Swindon and Millwall, who today jostle for
a place in next season’s Championship, have
plotted their own paths into the promotion
picture by stealth.

Kenny Jackett's Lions were more than
halfway through their fixtures before they
finally clawed their way into the top six.

Danny Wilson’s Town were out of the blocks
slightly quicker but their season’s graph still

FEB 13
Norwich 4 clear but have
played 2 games more than
Leeds in second place.

MAR 20
Norwich 8 clear of Leeds, who have
4 point advantage over Charlton
and Swindon. Millwall 5th

JAN 23
Norwich top on goal
ditference, but have played
¢ games more than Leeds

FEB 27
Norwich lead by 5 from Leeds,
who are 4 clear of Chariton.
Colchester 4th, Swindon 5th

MAR 27

With 8 games to go, Norwich lead by
11 points from Leeds and Millwall,
with Swindon a point behind

fluctuated until the onset of winter, after which
their pursuit of honours gathered momentum.
Having slow-burned their way towards the
national stadium from Wiltshire and South
London respectively, both clubs can not only
hoist themselves up a division this afternoon but

alen ruft down cnmea ronte in tha Chamninnchin
S:5C DUL COWTN SOME rogis In INe Lnampionsnip.

Recent history has been kind to League 1
play-off victors. In the previous five finals,
ticker-tape has fallen over Scunthorpe United,
Doncaster Rovers, Blackpool, Barnsley and
Sheffield Wednesday.

Of that quintet, only Wednesday have since
tumbled back down. With the winners’ medals
today therefore comes the opportunity to achieve
some longevity in the division above.

Cold statistics suggest Millwall take a nominal
edge into today's clash, having taken four points
from the Robins in their two meetings in the
regulation season; having completed their
fixtures three points ahead of Wilson's men
(courtesy of a 3-2 win against them on the final
day) and with a goal difference figure that is
twice as impressive as their opponents.

Swindon’s supporters, as they make their
pageant to Wembley, may reply that they have
a superior record on their travels to that of their
Bermondsey foes, who cannot today rely on
the formidable atmosphere that is commonly
created on the blue slopes of The Den.

Really, though, searching for reliable
pointers towards the conclusion of today’s
red-versus-blue confrontation requires forensic
equipment and a pack of sniffer dogs. >>

APR 17

Leeds back into 2nd with 1 point
lead over Millwall, 2 over Swindon
and 3 over Charlton

8 MAY
Leeds secure second place and
promotion, 1 point ahead of
Millwall, with Swindon in 4th



This League 1 season has remained at the
height of unpredictability from game one to 46
and beyond, as exhibited by a final afternoon
when five teams - today’s rivals included -
jockeyed for the second automatic promotion
spot that was eventually claimed by Leeds United.

Norwich, victims of that opening-day
evisceration by Colchester, responded by
signing up the Essex club’s manager and
by January Paul Lambert had dragged
Delia Smith'’s club to first place, a position
they retained with few alarms until the
campaign’s conclusion.

The most convincing demonstration of the
Norfolk club’s improvement came in January,
when Lambert engineered an 11-goal swing
to defeat the U's 5-0 on their own, near-
waterlogged manor.

The squabbile for second place, and the skirmish
for play-oft berths, remained absorbing throughout.
Leeds spent the majority of the season in the top
two but had slumped to fourth as recently as April
4, before finding their second wind.

Millwall and Swindon took their turns in the
automatic spot — both aided by splendid wins
at Elland Road - but couldn’t quite cling on.

Chariton came to rest in fourth and
Huddersfield dipped in and out of the play-off
places before eventually outstripping Colchester
— who crashed with a run of two wins from their
last 14 games - to achieve sixth spot

Southampton, hindered by their 10-point
penalty and a sluggish start, timed their ominous

10
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“THE SQUABBLE FOR

SECOND PLACE, AND

-THE SKIRMISH FOR
PLAY-OFF BERTHS,
WAS ABSORBING”

surge a fraction too late and finished seventh,
ahead of Colchester, Brentford, Walsall and
Bristol Rovers; the latter starting particularly
strongly, before eventually tailing off into
mediocrity, as did MK Dons.

With the Canaries taking flight back into the
Championship, followed by Leeds at their third
attempt to escape League 1, it can be argued
that the prevailing theme this season has been
the reassertion of big-club power in a division
won earlier in the decade by smaller names such
as Scunthorpe and Southend. Either Millwall or
Swindon, with their top-flight past, will happily
uphold that theory today.

Another piece of received wisdom which is hard
to challenge is that the possession of a pair of
lethal strikers is a non-negotiable if you are serious
about taking promgotion’s spoils. This applies
equally to play-off winners as to the top two.

Last season, for instance, Leicester City won
the title on the fuel of 47 goals from Matty Fryatt
and Steven Howard. Runners-up Peterborough
United advanced with 44 from Craig Mackail-
Smith and Aaron McLean

Scunthorpe, the play-off victors, were propelied

by the 48-goal pair of Gary Hooper and Paul
Hayes. This season’s highest rollers in League
1 have equally prided themselves on their
predatory pairs, with Norwich's Grant Holt and
Chris Martin returning 53 goals and Leeds’
Jermaine Beckford and Luciano Becchio
contributing 48.

All of which brings us to today’s most
appealing narrative: a shoot-out under the
Arch involving a quartet of marksmen whose
personal totals for the season currently stand
at 29, 20, 23 and 18 respectively.

From August 8, the day it all began, this
season has defied inevitability. But there
ought to be few surprises if this afternoon’s
defining deeds are carried out by one, or
more, of Billy Paynter, Charlie Austin, Steve
Morison and Neil Harris: four men who know
more than most inside Wembley today about
the value of finishing with a flourish..

FINAL COCA-COLA
LEAGUE 1 TABLE




On wodching the bills
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A combative midfielder during his playing days in the Eighties

1

Millwall manager Kenny Jackett is determined to change his
and the club’s play-off fortunes after last season’s heartbreak
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“WE WERE PLEASED
WITH THE RESULT AND
THE ATMOSPHERE IN
THE SEMI-FINAL, BUT
WE'VE STILL GOT A JOB
TO DO AT WEMBLEY™

13




DANNY WILSON

REVIVAL

Danny Wilson has breathed new life into Swindon
Town, taking them from relegation candidates
to the brink of a Championship place

)5 NICK TOWNSEND. THE SUND

ew would suspect Danny Wilson of

possessing an astrological gift. But

when he suggested, “perhaps it was

written in the stars,” after his Robins

secured their place in this afternoon’s
Coca-Cola League 1 Play-Off Final, you could
understand why. The semi-final defeat of
Charlton Athletic, after penalties. was the
800th game of his managerial career

Now he will finally savour the Wembley
experience that hitherto, he had only enjoyed
as a player. After a career of such longevity,
during which he has managed in every
division, this day is long overdue.

Yet, he concedes that he harboured
no great confidence of such an outcome
midway through the second half of that
compelling second leg at The Valley
By that time, Swindon Town had
lost goalkeeper David Lucas to a
shoulder injury, had captain Gordon
Greer sent off, and were 2-0 down
on the night - though only one in
arrears on aggregate.

“It really looked like it was all
conspiring against us,” Wilson
reflected. "But what really
pleased me was how those set-
backs seemed to galvanise us. Yes,
we rode our luck a bit at times, but
in between there was some very
dogged and determined
defending. The players showed
great courage.”

Danny Ward, Town’s on-loan
winger from Bolton Wanderers
scored to restore parity over two
legs and, after extra-time, Town’'s
guintet of penalty-takers were as
composed with their spot-kicks as
Wilson was on the touchline, to win
the shoot-out 5-4. “We’'d worked on
penalties, but you can’t replicate the
atmosphere on the night,” said Wilson.

AY TIMES

-

“The lads showed great maturity. They held
their nerve brilliantly to help get us here today.

A place in the Final is a prize few believed
they could possibly secure after the first game
of the season when Wilson’s men suffered the
ignominy of a 5-0 defeat by Gillingham. And
certainly not on Boxing Day, 2008, when he
succeeded Maurice Malpas at the County
Ground. Swindon were then 20th in League 1.
For the club’s tenth manager in as many years,
the first task was survival. But his vast
experience held him in good stead.

“The remit when | arrived was just to stay
in League 1. It wasn't easy. It was quite nervy
before we were finally safe. After that, there
were some very difficult decisions. We
released about 14 players, and one or

two were very unlucky, but it was an
x opportunity of restructuring the club,

£q

not just the squad.”
Wilson’s priority was the spine of the
team. He brought in goalkeeper Lucas,
defender Greer (who is suspended
today) and midfielder Jonathan
Douglas. Already at the club was
striker Billy Paynter, this season's
leading scorer, with 29 goals in all
competitions. Later, Ward was secured
from the Trotters. “When the season
\  started, | think everyone would have
just been pleased to see some
progress and for us not to
struggle. Thankfully, we've
moved on quicker than a lot
of people expected.”

There is a certain correlation
between what he has achieved at
Swindon and his time at Barnsley, where
the Wigan-born midfielder arrived in

1993 as the final staging post in an eight
club, 18-year, playing career that also
earned him 24 Northern Ireland caps
The following year he took charge of
the Tykes when Viv Anderson decamped

to Middlesbrough to join Bryan Robson

“John Dennis, the Barnsley chairman at the
time, felt we were getting some momentum,
and certainly some stability, and thankfully
he opted for me to carry on. | owe a lot to Viv,
who’s still a dear friend of mine.” In 1997,
he led Barnsley into the top tier.

“Big money was just starting to be pumped
into the Premier League and it was very
difficult to break in, but we went on a good
run, really came up on the rails — a little bit
ve done here to get into the play-
offs. We had started out with crowds of
3.000 and that went up to 18,000 virtually
each game. Momentum was gained, and
the fans got their belief back. It's been pretty
similar here, really.”

Wilson. 50. who has also managed Sheffield
Wednesday, also in the top flight, Bristol City
MK Dons, and Hartlepool United, added:
“What this club has now, which it possibly
hasn't had for quite a few years, is stability
at the top. That's why this season there's
been a lot more belief from the fans.”

Though he hasn't led a team into the
national stadium before, he has certainly
tasted success there as a player. He was
twice a League Cup winner, with Luton and
Sheffield Wednesday - on the first occasion,
scoring a match-saving goal against Arsenal
in 1988, before the Hatters went on to defeat
George Graham's Arsenal 3-2. “It was a
boyhood dream come true. We were massive
underdogs. and if we could emulate and beat
a team in Millwall who are very much the
favourites, and win promotion, that'll be
a fantastic memory, too.

“Millwall are very experienced, very
dogged. and Kenny Jackett always has
his teams well organised. There’s not many
chinks in their defensive armour that you
can exploit. But we've been creating chances
all season, and we’ve got to believe we can
do that in this one last game.".

like we
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Lewisham Council
proud supporters of

Millwall and Lewisham working together for our community

Lewisham Council is very proud of its long-standing and successful partnership with
Millwall Football Club and Millwall Community Scheme. This partnership has resulted in:

%% sport and physical activities for disabled young people and adults in Lewisham special
education needs schools, leisure centres and day centres

%> Kickz programmes including football for girls and boys, street dance and film and
documentary making

£ support for the Millwall For All.

Support your team responsibly and enjoy your day



Iwice a winner at Wembley Stadium with his former club Stevenage Borough,
Millwall top scorer Steve Morison is looking for a rare hat-trick at the home of football
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out and put it right. We managed an early goal
and once we scored it seemed there was only

one team going to win it. And that was the case.”

Two years later, he was back, leading
Stevenage to a second Trophy triumph, scoring
the first goal as York were beaten slightly more
straightforwardly, 2-0. Today, though, is “the
biggest game of my career”. He promises: “I'll

be looking to score and we'll be looking to win.”

It would cap a fairytale year since his last
Wembley appearance prefaced a move to
The Den. The goal he scored in the second leg
of the semi-final against Huddersfield was his
23rd of the season - the sixth successive
season he has passed the 20-goal mark.

It would be enough to go to a young
man's head. Not Morison's, though: he
knows where he has come from, and
his feet are planted firmly on the
ground. Five years ago, his initial
foray into league football, as
a precocious youngster with
Northampton, ended in personal disaster.

“I did all right there as a kid and was
involved in the first team quite early.
But | went the wrong way about it:
| thought | had made it and | hadn’t.
| enjoyed myself a littie too much. |
got released and went to Bishop's
Stortford, which was the step down
you sometimes have to take.

“It gave me the chance to
re-evaluate things, look myseilf in
the mirror, and say, "You need to
sort yourself out’. | did that and
worked my way back up, and I'm
getting my rewards now.”

He is a hungrier player for dropping out of The
Football League. “You realise what you don't want
to be doing, and what you do want. You don't want
to be working all day and training in the evening,
and playing in front of 500 or 1,000 people. You
want to be playing in front of a full house at The Den
every week. | had to do it the hard way, wait for my
break and thankfully it came.”

To make ends meet, Morison worked for
g Shredaway. “We used to go around shredding
confidential paper. | worked in the office and on
the lorries - | did a range of jobs. At Stortford,
we had trips where we'd go to Newport
County on a Tuesday night and get back
at two or three in the morning. Then
you'd have to get up for work at
the normal time. That's what
§ happens in non-league; it's a
totally different way of life.”
Those days are behind him.
Now he just wants to shred
Swindon's promotion hopes.
So how much further can his
scoring boots take him? “| don't put
a limit on it," he says. “| think | can
play at any level. | look at players in
the Premier League and think | can
do what they do.”
His favourite goal for his new club
was the one that tumed around both his
season and Millwall's: the 90th-minute
winner against Milton Keynes Dons in
earty December. He had managed just
two goals to that point and, like the team,
was struggling. “I got the ball, tumned a

He has not looked back since.

defender and put it under the goalkeeper.”

“THIS IS A ONE-OFF
GAME AND ANYTHING
CAN HAPPEN. IT'S
GOING TO BE DOWN
TO WHO CAN TAKE
THEIR CHANCES”

Two of his 20 league goals came against
today’s opponents in a dress rehearsal on the
final day of the regular season. However, the 3-2
win at The Den counts for no more than the three
points that enabled Miliwall to finish third

“This is a one-off game and anything can
happen.” To back up his argument he points out
that on the same day, Stevenage - without
Morison this time — were losing in another FA
Trophy appearance here at Wembley.

“Stevenage were the champions of the Blue
Square Premier and Barrow finished near the
bottom, yet Barrow beat them. It’s the same
today: it doesn't matter what happened three
weeks ago. They're going to give their all,
we're going to give our all, and it’s going to be
down to who can take their chances.”

Swindon would be advised to prevent the
Wembley specialist in the No. 20 shirt having
any chances at all..

DOB =
2003/10 GOALS

POSITION S
2008/10 APPS
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DARREN BYFIELD \WWALSALL

SIMON GRAYSON LEEDS UNITED

W0 MAS BEEN THE BEST PLAYER IN LEAGUE 17

Southampton's Rickie Lambert. This season is the first time I've
Payed against him and he is a proper player - he scores goals, holds
8 ball up well and he's a great target man; basically, he's got the lot
#) should be playing at a higher level.

Wi IS THE MANAGER OF THE SEASON?

Morwich City finished as champions so it has to be Paul Lambert.
Eapecially in the circumstances - they weren't exactly flying when
H# same in, but he did a great job and to finish on top ahead of
L #ads United and Charlton Athletic was no mean feat.

WHICH WAS THE BEST TEAM PERFORMANCE AGAINST YOUR SIDE?

Southampton, home and away, when they beat us 5-1 and 3-1. They
&% the only team in the whole season who beat us up. We competed
Sgainst every other side, but they were worthy winners in both games

Against us.

Wil GAVE THE BEST INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE AGAINST YOUR TEAM?

Wes Hoolahan is just a very good, skilful
Mayer and he was on fire when Norwich
B8l us in a 2-1 win at the Banks's
Bladium in January. He's got real quality,
il you can see why Norwich have built
fhair side around him.

b 0

WHO WAS THE BEST YOUNG PLAYER
N THE DIVISION?
Southampton’'s Adam

Lallana. He's got genuine
pade, good feet and an
#ye lor goal - he's a fine
young player with a very
Bwight future,

v

NEXT TIME?

I'd have to go for
Southampton again in
ihis category. | know they
had 10 points taken off
ham, but even so, | feel
hay could have finished
Highet in the table. | do
fhink they will be one
ol the teams to
Beat naxt season.

| 2010

WHO HAS BEEN THE BEST PLAYER IN LEAGUE 1?7

There are a number of strong contenders but | would pick Wes
Hoolahan. He gets the nod just ahead of his Norwich City team-mate
Grant Holt for the quality of his delivery. When Hoolahan was missing
- which wasn't very often — Norwich weren't the same team.

WHO IS THE MANAGER OF THE SEASON?

I'm going to turn to Norwich again and say Paul Lambert, because
of the way they played. Norwich produced some attractive football to
win the title and Paul has to take credit for that.

WHICH WAS THE BEST TEAM PERFORMANCE AGAINST YOUR SIDE?

Millwall beat us 2-0 at Elland Road on a Monday night towards the
end of the season and were very strong and well organised. We found
them hard to break down and they were also very dangerous on the
counter-attack.

WHO GAVE THE BEST INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANGE AGAINST YOUR TEAM?

I'll have to stay with that game and nominate a Millwall piayer. It has to
be Steve Morison for the way he held the ball up and worked his socks
off. To round off an impressive display he aiso got one of the goals.

WHO WAS THE BEST YOUNG PLAYER IN THE
DIVISION?

For Charlie Austin to come from
non-feague and score the goals he
has done for Swindon Town reflects
very well on him. He looks
comfortable at this level and
Swindon deserve praise for
picking him up.

!

WHO HAS UNDERAGHIEVED
THIS SEASON AND WILL BE
CONTENDERS NEXT TIME?

| think Southampton
will feel that
they slightly
underachieved,
although they did
have the 10-point
penalty. They will
be disappointed
not to have

made the

play-offs and

| fancy them to

be one of the
favourites next season.




CHARLIE AUSTIN

. CHARBLIE AUSTIN
POSITION STRIKER D.O.B 05,/07,/1983
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AUSTIN

tvery Wembley final has an uplifting story and at Swindon Town it’s striker
harlie Austin. In only a matter of months he has been catapulted from
vorking as a bricklayer to having a genuine shot at Championship football

bncklayer

ind then dr

vin against Chariton At
1,” he said. “To think | played.

the Wessex Leaque with

when you think every

should be forced to make

1 non-league to full-ime

agranted. He seems to have spent
nching himself as one incredible

as still in a dream

) to Wembley. Unbelievable.”
mis favourite word, but perhaps
nibe his fairytale nse to
ading as a boy he

stnker had been

at Basingstoke
yen for an hour
v him score

t at half

at New
e of the season and in the

“We didn't know it was going to work but we
felt he could do a job, so we took a punt,” said
Wilson, who has now signed his find on a two-
and-a-half year contract. “We will hopefully
progres: him further in footballing

him, educ

terms — and get some more goals out of him!
Si

nce scorng two minutes into s full debut at
Carfisle, it has been one success after another for
the amiable 20-year-old. In fact. it started
earher than that with six goals in fiy
reserve games, but that first one will
obwviously live lor g mn s memory.

o

3 “The ball just came across from Billy

[Paynter, his even more prolific
partner]

] and | gambled. got across
my man and just hit it and hoped,” he
said. “l knew it was in as Soon as
hit it - | didn't even see it hit the

net. | just ran away to
celebrate with the boys

as soon as | could. it

— A

o
1—‘ 8, S a dream start.”
BN It was his

profificacy for
Poole whach first
attracted the
attention of a
wider public:

Forty-six goals in
46 games last season. No wonder
ai) when he [ailed to score for the

first time in four games for
i Swindon he beat himself up
\ \ "l thought the fairylale was
' finished,” he said with an
\ 4 endearing innocence But

| played in the next game,
against Bnghton and scored

again. My life had changed from being a bricklayer

to a regular alscorer in League 1
The puns about him laying the foundations for

agood ¢

reer and cementing his position in the

o

jame will probably continue for a while longer
but he’s not complaining. After all, he's only just
got used to the fact that he doesn't have to clean
his own kit any more. As for people asking for
the No 32's autograph, it still tend
the same thought
Scoring at Blland Road was a big moment for

“Are you su

f the

hum, but probably his personal highlight

season before today

er at
Danny Ward]

s scoring the win
Wardy

Southampton in March.

played a great ball, and | saw the keeper [Kelvin
Dawvis| set imself, so | knew if | knocked the ball

past him I'd have a

sad “l dd

that and it was just a matter of rolling it in after that.”
He joked with his dad that he would target 15

goals in his first s

ason after that first one at Carlisle
When he rose like 3 latter-day Frank St
head the ball past Darren Randolph for Swindon’s
opening goal in the home game
his 20th of the

th Chariton it was

n. He does

1't quite know how
he has been able to transfer his goalsconng ability

to the higher level, but one senses he doesn’t want

nne it too closely lest he loses the knack

“I don't know, people say if you're a scorer you're
a scorer,” he said. “| just try to put myself in the nght
position and put the ball in the net. It's what I'm paid
to do, but the service has been great from the boys.”

Needless to say, when it came to penalties at The
Valley he immediately put his name forward. Unike
many teams Swindon had practised them - once
“We had one penaity each the day before the game
and that was it,” he said. “if miSS, you Miss
there’s no point taking it again. So that's what
happened and we're at Wembley' Unbslievable.”
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your path to future
vith Lewisham
Take your learning
2xt level with our
1ss teaching skills
iround support.

Apply today online: www.lewisham.ac.uk
or call us on 0800 834 545




he players in today's nail-biting
vdown, no-one can lay clam to the
kind of play-off expenence enjoyed by
Millwall's Danny Schofield. If enjoyed is
the right word, that is.

wriving at The Den, Danny spent a

th Huddersfield Town — ironically this

onguered semi-final opponents -
hich time he experienced the highs
of just what it means to play in such
wracking fixture.
| years ago, after Huddersfield finished
inny found himself on the losing end of e
finals against Brentford. Four seasons m"
s heartbreak again when, having won
eqg away from home, Huddersfield
pled by Barnsley.
1. there was sheer elation as Danny
e penalties in a 2004 shoot-out
nnium Stadium that ensured
om the old Third Division as Mansfield
dispatched after a 0-0 draw.
Il players want some advice about
or their second successive
2 months after being upset by
ed, they certainly know who to
pe my play-off experience will rub off
ndon Town,” said Schofield. who
ntegral part on both flanks of
1 durning the regular season
day, as long as you win. t's such
n success and failure, but
vhat's at stake. There was very
rating in the dressing room after we beat

mmm——

¢

wasn't here this time last year but
nother heartache. This club and
eserve to be in the Championship.”

o
s strange playing against his old A
nal return. Ten years is a long W =t
and he had to suppress any hint

ngs. “I guess |'d prefer to have

it any other team than Huddersfield

) nal and as soon as that first
was down to business.”

e first goal in Millwall's 2-0 win was

— especially after missing recent

if muscle problem — but not as

winning loday. “We've been favourites

play-offs panned out, but | know all

se one-off games. As long as we are

1 and focused, we should be okay.”

Illy. the 30-year-old began his career
ampionship, but never got a starting role.
the bench and came on a couple of times

st went to Huddersfield. | was a striker at
but | couldn’t dislodge the main two.”
hield, who joined the Lions on loan last
er after a spell at Yeovil before agreeing
ent deal, played against Liverpool and
hile at Huddersheld. Few players on the
have more big-match expenence, yet
requiar season consistency can be swept
the heat of battle

wd a good season and deserve to go
1 good squad here and a lot of
n for plz

es. We had two tough games
League 1 and the gaffer told us
ersfield game that we were only

». It's up to us now to finish the job.".

Millwall’s Danny Schofield has experienced the highs
DANNY SCHOFIELD and lows of the play-off lottery several times and

POSIMON MIDFELDER DOB 10,/04,/1980

2008,10 APPS 41 2008/10 GOALS 3 he hopes to put that knowledge to good use today
SIGNED AUGRST 2008

7

ANDREW WARSHAW
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The UK's leading uncontested divorce service

Divorce\\ﬂnline

Uncontested divorce services from just £69.0|

Divorce-Online.co.uk

are proud supporters of

Swindon Town FC for 5 seasons

Call us for a

FREE consultation

0870 626 0419

TO DANNY AND THE TE
COCA-COLA LEAC-UENE |
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"SWINDON TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB

David's been excellent, very consistent
and he's pulled off some good saves.
He's been a calming influence all
season. When he’s on his game, he's
vocal and dominates the back four,
which is what you want from a
goalkeeper. Hopefully he'll be
back today to give Danny a
selection headache.

i

DAVID LUCAS

SHd

Phil has never let us down when
he'’s been called upon and at Chariton
some of his saves kept us in the
game. He came for crosses and
made good decisions. At other

times — Exeter away, Colchester %

at home = he also came in

and performed well. Very i

reliable and a great pro.*

PHIL SMITH

207 ] 2010 PLAY-OFF FINAL

Swindon Town'’s
assistant manager
introduces today’s
Play-Off Final squad

He's got better as the season's
gqneonandhasblwghtsonm
different to the team in terms of b




SWINDON TOWN LEGEND: DON ROGERS

Seen by many as the most exciting player to have ever pulled on
a Swindon Town shirt, Rogers made his first-team debut against
Southend United aged just 17. A skilful winger, he was regularly top
scorer for the Robins and his crowning moment came in the 1969
League Cup Final when he scored the two extra-time goais for
Swindon in their 3-1 win over Arsenal. He spent a few years at
Crystal Palace and QPR, but returned to Swindon to finish his
career in 1977. In over 400 appearances for the Robins he

scored 147 times and now runs a sports shop in the town.

u

Lecs has played most of his games

He scored the winner against 3 at left-back for us this season, but
i Southampton in a 1-0 win earfier in looks more comfortable in the centre. ’
the lfl becaume 18 Wey kb 1 @ the season, but ost i form  ie bt Y aocasitod et we, i B
possession of the bail. He gives us ~ * = . r : c:enasagoodﬂnur.einthe ;
qu::g;;svlanlt;:gmmngase :; pmngsﬁ ns '::d middle. it looks like it Will be
first leg against Chariton, He's be;i\;l{z?nto?mmm Smtnﬁym
done well defensively and e =
he boasts accuracy

dead-ball si

LESCINEL JEAN-FRANCOIS
ALAN SHE EHAN

=3

&
&
-

AGE
APPS
GOALS

Kevin did so well when he came on at
It's a great shame Gordon can't play : Charfton and showed he can take a
: penalty! He has played well all season
and I'm really disappointed for him. i
Football can be a cruel game at times. aﬁﬂmg@amm :
He's been excellent all season, > more going forward
uﬂfortmlstaiyhssredwuau on the right and he's happy
Charftor, means he'won'tbe e to b:;r: zrna,agrgm he's
able to ontribute t g certan :
led by example all. mywhereonmapm
and is stili im ’

GORDON GREER
/635262 ]| 2010 PLAY-OFF FINAL
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| feel sorry for Alan because he's
had a desperate season and | hope
that's behind him now. On his day,

with his pace and crossing ability,
he’s a danger and a good finisher.
too. You can see the Wembley
pitch suiting him + | wq*h‘t

want to be a defe

A great pro who keeps himself very fit,
Craig is a valuable player to have at the
club. | imagine he'll be able to play into®
his late 30s, no question. Craig'san
important squad member and
great to have around because
you atways'know whaf y
going fo gat: = high levet
of performance.

CRAIG EASTON

Simon came down on loan from Celtic
at the start of the season and we put
him straight in the team. The pace was
tco much for him at first, but he's
become fitter, stronger and he's
adapted to this level. An
intelligent player who can pick
a pass — he's beensuperb

Whether he's started or come onas a
sub, he always gives you a perfomiam:e i
at a consistent level. | can recall several -
games where he's come on and.
i upped the énsargy levels, which
ry team needs sometimes.
The good thing. is-that 5

SIMON FERRY
MICHAEL TIMLIN
L McGOVERN

SWINDON TOWN LEGEND: SHAUN TAYLOR

Signed from Exeter City for £200,000 in 1991, Shaun Taylor instantly
forged a fearsome defensive partnership with Colin Calderwood, and
while not blessed with great skill or pace, he made up for it with total
commitment. Known for wearing a gumshield, he regularly left the pitch
bioodied and bruised, helping the Robins win promation to the Premier
League in 1992, scoring in the Play-0ff Final. He captained the club in
the top-flight and remained at the County Ground as they suffered two
consecutive relegations. He finished his career with the club on a
high, though, leading Swindon to the Second Division title in 1995,
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inSwindon BID Company Ltd

on behalf of all Swindon
Town Centre businesses wish

Swindon Town

Football Club

the best of luck in the
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Play-off semi-final (first leg):
Swindon Town 2-1 Chariton Athletic
Swindon Town held the narrowest i ' LEGEND:
ey P JAN AGE FJORTOFT
somi-final first leg after Charlie Austin - “Jan the man’ as he was christened by supporters, joined Swindon
and Danny Ward scored second-half s Town in 1993 from Rapid Vienna for £500,000 following their
goals leaving Charlton Athietic v 2 promotion to the top flight. Already an experienced marksman, his
dmhﬁhh 1 ey Premier League return was modest, but his prodigious workrate
and skill meant he was a huge hit with the fans. Famous for his
fiy-past salute celebration, Fjortoft really hit his straps the following
year in Division One, scoring 25 goals as he helped Swindon reach
‘a the League Cup semi-finals, notably scoring a hat-trick against
Chartton Athletic. He later joined Middiesbrough for £1.5 million.

Mark has performed well when Frank hasn't played many games at
‘he's played. He's got pace andisa | this level and | think the speed of it &
I 3 ; suﬂmsed him. He played a few times
but

yhen he gets knocked down_ Has
great potential and was .
:  for us in the away win at &
Southampton in March. "
Nothing gets him down - he
just gets on with the job.

MARK MARSHALL

When he’s on form and feeling confident,

Vincent's a real handful. He's had injury

niggles since joining us, but when he
caneonagaxnst Charhonmtheﬁsﬂeg

VINCENT PERICARD

-4
ﬂ I " \ N - -~
| | :
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May-off semi-final (second leg):
Chartton Athletic 2-1 Swindon Town

ey
o0 agprogats, Swindon win 54 cnpensites) M8 [ SWINDON TOWN LEGEND: GLENN HODDLE ¥

Swindon Town won a dramatic penalty T B ; - " Feted as one of the Robins’ most charismatic and talented
shoot-out to snatch victory and seal a : W r : managers, Hoddie arrived at Swindon Town from AS Monaco in
place in the League 1 Play-0ff Final at b Y4t ‘ the twilight of his piaying career. When he armived, the club were
Wembley Stadium. WA struggling in Division Two, but Hoddle steadied the ship, preventing
The odd one out in the spot-kicks was T & . Swindon sfipping into the third tier and they improved during his
Addicks skipper Nick Bailey, who was i . second season, finishing ninth. The following campaign saw
heartbroken after missing the only penaity. Swindon beat Leicester City 4-3 in the play-offs to reach the
The night started in somewhat - Premier League for the first time. Hoddle was in demand as a
dramatic fashion for Swindon Town - coach, though, and joined Chelsea shortly after helping the Robins
es goalkeeper David Lucas dislocated .~ win promation, and later took England to the 1998 World Cup.
‘his shoulder in the first minute, leaving
Phil Smith to deputise, making a
number of fine saves.
Both sides had been profligate
throughout the tie, wasting several
goal-scoring opportunities, with the
woodwork saving the Robins on several
occasions and substitute goalkeeper Phil
Smith making several important saves.
The Addicks opened the scoring
through Swindon's Simon Ferry, who
inadvertently hooked into his own net
and they doubled their lead before the
break when David Mooney rifled the
ball past Smith.
The gloom darkened for Swindon
when skipper Gordon Greer was shown
red for a dangerous tackle on Deon
Burton, however, against the odds they .
NREIAAS 15 bovch Sn 6 0l Soven Billys had an excellent season. When | Wardy's another player who has
minutes later through a cute finish by he was out of the side for a bit he ! improved as the season's gone on.
Daniel Ward to set up a grandstand got his head down, came back in and He's confident and he can play in
finish. As the tie drifted into injury time he’s gone from there. Heisagood = = several positions and is a threat
at 3-3, the Addicks were also reduced pro, is strong, and we-ail know how wherever he plays. Ha can finish,
to 19-men as Miguel Angel Llera well ha can finish &s his goal tally strong on the ball and ali<ound
d Charlie Austin 1o d shows. A big-game player— has a lot going for him. Bolto \
"“'d icks had the he could cause Miliwall made a good decision 1o ¢ 1 |
mmmmmmm malorpmm- him cometous,mban
still v the all-important goal,
lum::::::mgnmmuﬂiss,m BILLY PAYNTER DANNY WARD
where Swindon's 100 per cent record
took them to Wembley. =
“We're at Wembley on merit and a‘
no-one can take it away from {
us,” said Danny Wilson. puih

APPS
GOALS

Danny gave Charlie his first start at Carli: 2
in October, he scored after two minutes
and hasn't looked back. He's really
confident and his awareness is gefting
better. Not so long ago he was getti g
up at Sam to lay bricks with his
dad. This isa totally different
enviranment bt he's taken
lo it with ease. =

CHARLIE AUSTIN I
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(Good luck Swindon Town in the
Coca-Cola League One play-off final!
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TACTIC

VIILLWALL TACTICS
CHRIS TURNER

N2

LIONS FULL OF PRIDE

Hartlepool United manager Chris Turner outlines the tactical strengths
that Kenny Jackett’s Millwall side will employ at Wembley this afternoon

INTERVIEW: MEL HENDERSON

illwall's victory over Huddersfield For Rhodes and Novak, read Paynter and Austin, ploy to play Danny Schofield against his former club
Town in the play-off semi-final was so Kenny will be looking for his central defenders, Huddersfield in the semi-final second leg. He's good
not only down to the players’ hard Paul Robinson and Darren Ward (below), to once on the ball, as well as having the knack of popping
work, but also the tactical nous of again rise to the occasion. Skipper Robinson has up to score, so he's an obvious threat
Kenny Jackett, who pinpointed the come through the system at Miliwall, which has Millwall have plenty of energy in midfield,
Wi opposition threat and nullified it. Jordan given him a real feeling for the club, and he with Jimmy Abdou and Liam Trotter
fhdles and Lee Novak had scored 37 goails shows a tremendous spirit every time he plays, prepared to do a lot of the donkey work.
Btwean them, but the fact that Millwall kept while Ward has bags of experience and a lot Again, though, they are not one-
W0 tlean sheets was a massive factor in of it gained at a higher level. dimensional. They can cope physically, but
Beoking their Wembley return. Millwall are more direct in that they will they can also play and pass. Scott Bammon
¥ the first leg, Kenny's aim was clearly to shut often hit the front and play from there, has a tremendous left foot and can go
W the supply line to the Huddersfield front men. but that is not a criticism. They can [ past people to deliver the ball into the
M& made sure wingers Anthony Pilkington and vary it and | have seen them totally front men, while his background as a
By Roberts were tightly marked and it worked dominate teams with their football left-back also means he can get his
# freat. In the return it was all about Millwall's in the opposition half. One of the foot in and make vital tackles.

e and strength, and closing down their key aspects of their play is Steve
| Spponents while playing at a great tempo Morison’s ability to get in behind
Mudidersfield are capable of beating anyone, so for | defences. He works tirelessly and
Miwal to triumph without conceding a goal was a is full of running, while alongside

The full-backs, Jack Smith and Tony
Craig, were on top of their game in
both legs of the semi-final. Huddersfield's
wingers like to swap from left to right but

Swnendous achievement. Their organisation was him Neil Harris is one of the game’s they had no joy on either flank against
SD and they restricted Huddersfield from top professionals. He also works his these two. They are strong and have
Bling many chances, so | will not be surprised socks off for the team and his a no-nonsense approach to their

¥ ey adopt similar tactics against a Swindon Town | intelligence, allied to his awareness, defending, while also being comfortable
s menowned for their attractive, attacking football. | are great attributes. it was also a clever enough to bring the ball forward. .
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LEAGUE 1 PLAY-OFf

THE DIARY

THE HEAT

After two nail-biting games to make it to Wembley, Sky Sports experts
Scott Minto, Andy Hinchcliffe and Garry Birtles are eagerly anticipating
loday’s showdown. Here is their play-off diary from the semi-finals

INTRRVIEWS: GRAHAME LLOYD

FRIDAY MAY 14

SM: | spent seven years with Chariton at the
start of my career and obviously wanted them
to go through but I'm employed by Sky to call
it as | see it and | pretty much did that.

Peter Shirtliff, assistant to Danny Wilson at
Swindon, was Chariton’s captain and centre-
half when | made my debut at 17. He was very
good to me and always made sure | was OK
~ on and off the pitch. Peter loves the play-offs
- he scored both the extra-time goals against
Leeds that kept Chariton in the old First Division
in 1987 - and before the game he was pretty
relaxed, even though on-fire striker Billy Paynter
was missing through injury.

| was working alongside Martin Tyler and we
had a good bit of banter. When Scott Wagstaff
came on, Martin said he was the first person to
win successive Player of the Season awards at
Chariton since | did back in 1989/90. What do
you say to a stat like that? | could have replied
with something like ‘nice of you to mention it
Martin’ but | kept quiet. In the game | was
particularly impressed with Charlie Austin, his
general hold-up play and the way he looked
after himself caught the eye




SATURDAY MAY 15

AN Hudderafield Town will always have
special mamonies for me because | was in the
Manchester City team which beat them 10-1
in 1887 when three players - Paul Stewart,
Tony Adcock and David White - scored
hat-tricks. I'd never been to the Galpharm
Stadium before and the crowd generated a
brilliant atmosphere on the day. Because it's
a newish ground, the media facilities are
great with the gantry perfectly positioned.

It was lovely and sunny for the lunchtime
start but then, typical Yorkshire, the weather
changed, the wind started to whistle across
the gantry so on went my fleece and | had to
pin down my notes, If the notes go, you're so

high up you'll never get them back

The main incidents in a fairly dull and
conservative match were Millwall's two
penalty appeals. I've never seen such blatant
penalties - Peter Clarke’s handball in the first
half and a trip by Clarke on Scott Barron in
the second. It was amazing - the referee was
well positioned but missed them both.

MONDAY

MAY 17

GB: | left home at midday for the
long trek to south-east London
and before the start | chatted to
both Phil Parkinson and my former
Nottingham Forest team-mate
Danny Wilson. When we met he
grabbed me in a rather sensitive
place - like Brian Clough used to!
Danny hasn't changed, he was
always a great lad, and it showed
he was nice and relaxed.

The game had everything —
Swindon losing their keeper in the
first minute, three goals, including an
own goal, two sendings-off, extra-

time and penalties. It was an
absolute delight to be there and |
said in commentary that whatever
happened, the two teams deserved
a standing ovation for the effort and
desire they'd shown. :

The penalties were quality -
nct one was saved and only Nicky
Bailey missed the target. Full
credit to Stephen Darby —
apparently, he'd missed a couple
in training but was still prepared to
take the winning kick.

For once, the outfield players,
rather than the keepers, were the
heroes.

I shot straight off home after the
game and got back to Nottingham
at 1.30am, absolutely shattered

TUESDAY MAY 18

AH: | travelled down from
Manchester on the midday train
and arrived at The Den at about
four o’clock. As a player you're
ferried to and from hotels and
grounds by coach and you
never actually get a feei for the
communities in which clubs are
based. But since working for
Sky | have found it interesting to
catch trains and tubes and walk
to grounds to get more of a
flavour of the local area. |
caught up with Martin Keown,
who | used to change next to in
the Everton dressing room, and
Dion Dublin, the pundit in the
Sky studio. I'd not seen him
face to face, apart from on the
pitch, since we were on the
plane coming back from

preparing for France '98 after
Glenn Hoddle left us out of

his final England squad with,
among others, Paul Gasgcoine
The first thing we both said to
each other was, 'l can't believe
it's 12 years since we last met!”
The home crowd were very
vocal and passionate — they
really were Millwall's 12th man
Their players made it hard for
Huddersfield on the pitch and
their fans added to this by
creating a lot of noise. After
scoring more than 100 goals
this season, Huddersfield's
open and attacking style
seemed to get lost — to be
replaced by long balls. Despite
the understandable euphoria
over Millwall's deserved win,
manager Kenny Jackett insisted
the job was only half done.

* Sky Sports are broadcasting
all The Football League play-off
matches in HD
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WHO HAS BEEN THE BEST PLAYER IN THE DIVISION?

Rickie Lambert at Southampton gets 25-30 goals a season and
strikes the ball so well - he's a complete striker. He could definitely
play at a higher level; he will always get you goals.

WHO IS THE MANAGER OF THE SEASON?

Swindon Town’s Danny Wilson has done brilliantly. They were down
at the bottom last year but they have done very well this seasori. We
played them at their place towards the end of the season and | thought
they were excellent. The manager has got them well organised. Nobody
expected them to be challenging for promotion.

-
WHICH WAS THE BEST TEAM PERFORMANCE AGAINST YOUR SIDE?

Millwall were very strong when we played them at The Den.
They had a game plan against us and won 2-1, even though we
were flying at the time and were on a long,
unbeaten run, They were solid all over the
pitch and were a very strong, powerful unit.

WHO GAVE THE BEST INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE
AGAINST YOUR TEAM?

| played with the Leeds United midfielder
Robert Snodgrass at Livingston and he is an
excellent player, very good on the ball. He
could step up to a higher level and in our
game at Carrow Road in March, he was
very impressive.

WHO WAS THE BEST YOUNG PLAYER IN THE DIVISION?

Jack Payne really caught my eye. He was
outstanding at right-back when we played
Gillingham a few weeks ago. He's only 18
but he was very, very good and could be
one to watch. He was quick, confident on
the ball and didn't look out of his depth,
despite being so young.

WHO HAS UNDERACHIEVED THIS SEASON AND
WILL BE CONTENDERS NEXT TIME?
Colchester United have been up
there all season - they've got a
decent manager and a talented
squad so they will pratty
disappointed that they have

of the sides who were expected to

WHO HAS BEEN THE BEST PLAYER IN THE DIVISION?

If | can’t vote for my team-mate Rickie Lambert who has been
exceptional this season I'd go for Grant Holt at Norwich City. He
has banged in goals all season to keep their promotion push on trac
and, along with Rickie, must be the best buy of the League 1 seasor

WHO IS THE MANAGER OF THE SEASON?

Paul Lambert has done a fantastic job at Norwich. They were o:
a real low after losing 7-1 to his own Colchester United side on ti e
opening day of the season and he picked them up and moulded
them into the best team in the division.

WHICH WAS THE BEST TEAM PERFORMANCE AGAINST YOUR SIDE?

Swindon Town were excellent at St Mary's Stadium in March when
they beat us 1-0 with a great tactical game plan and brilliant winn g
goal. We were flying at the time and edging towards the play-offs Hu
they made life very difficult for us.

WHO GAVE THE BEST INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE AGAINST YOUR TEAM?

I'm going to go right back to August and name Huddersfield Town's
Jordan Rhodes who scored two goals against
us in a 3-1 win. Huddersfield were excellent
all-round that afternoon and it was a sign
of how far we had progressed when we beat
them 5-0 in the reverse fixture in March.

WHO WAS THE BEST YOUNG PLAYER IN
THE DIVISION?

I'm going to nominate Rhodes for
this one as well. A lot of people were
surprised when Roy Keane let him
i leave my old club Ipswich last ¥
summer and they could probably
have done with him this season.

Aside from his excellent display
against us, he scored on a
consistent basis and he is still
at an age where he will get better.

WHO HAS UNDERACHIEVED THIS SEASON
AND WILL BE CONTENDERS NEXT TIME?
That's a tough one because most

do well in League 1 have lived up
fallen away after starting so to their billing, so my team to
well. MK Dons struggled watch in this division next season
at the end of the season /L is Notts County. It would not

and they should also do surprise me to see challenging
better next season. for a top six finish.
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Swindon Town midfielder Jon-Paul
McGovern isn’t praying for divine
intervention today, just putting in a

rto

performance that can clinch promotion
WORDS CLIVE WHITE SUNDAY EXPRESS

on-Paul McGovern was a key member of the Sheffield Wednesday

side that gained promotion from the play-offs in 2004/05 — but

according to the Glaswegian that bit of experience counts for

nothing. “The games are so competitive and so different that it

doesn’t matter if you've played in five play-offs or one, they're
cup games,"” he explained. “It’s all about who plays well on the day.”

And on the day of the second leg of the semi-final against Chariton, he and
his team-mates played well - surprisingly well in the circumstances. Swindon
never stopped believing in themselves, even when they went 2-0 down on
the night and were reduced to 10 men with captain Gordon Greer sent off.

“We've got players in the team who can score goals out of nothing
and we've got people who can create — and I'd like to include myself
among those,” said McGovern.

ﬁmslﬂﬂedoubtmathadnmibaanforhisdmmgmnmndeepmdﬁeldm
the 74th minute ~ that Charfton Athletic allowed to go unchecked — Swindon would
not be at Wembley today. McGovern is not one of your fair-weather players who
only perform in the comfort of home, a fact recognised by Swindon's away fans
who made him their Player of the Year. His run that night caused panic in the
Chariton defence and Danny Ward, one of those inspirational goalscorers to
whom McGovern alluded, was able to profit from it. The goal took the tie into
€xira time and ultimately penalties in which Swindon prevailed.

The midfielder wasn’t uppermost in the thoughts of Danny Wilson
at the start of the season, but at least he had survived the close
season cull which saw 14 players depart the club after they had
flited with relegation the previous season.

McGovern was left out of the opening game at Gillingham in
which Swindon lost 5-0. He was back in the starting line-up for
the second game - a 4-1 away victory over MK Dons — and the
team then went on an unbeaten run of 14 games. It was no
coincidence. McGovern was never omitted again. He was
similarly ever-present in Wednesday's promotion season.

“The manager has been fantastic for me,” said the 29-year-old.

“l was out of favour, so for me it was an uphill battle to make sure
| was doing my bit and he gave me the chance to do that. The way the
manager wants to play - passing the ball - suits my game down to a T." i fohe

McGovern has been invited back to Wednesday as a guest on JON-PALUL McGOVERN
a couple of occasions, which has enabled him to take a first hand POSITION MIDFELDER D.O.B 03,10/1
look at the level of football to which Swindon aspire. He has seen 2009/10 APPS 53 2008/10 GODALS 2

. . a = SIGNED AUGLST 2007
nothing to make him think they cannot handle it. Obviously the NATIONALITY SCOTTEH
manager would add a few, but the nucleus of the squad is good L e
enough to play in the division. We've got born footballers who
actually want to play. The strikers as you go up the league are
that little bit sharper, that's all - one chance, one goal.".
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Left: K

Below: Morton

4 3

ith so much at stake in the play-
off semi-final second legs, spare
a thought for the match officials
who have to operate amidst all
the sound and fury knowing
potential controversy is never far away. Running
the rule over referee Mark Clattenburg and his
assistants at the City Ground as Nottingham
Forest took on Blackpool was assessor Kelvin
Morton and The Times’ Russell Kempson was
granted rare access to sit alongside him. Here

is his fly-on-the wall report.

Kelvin Morton has had a good dnve to
the City Ground from his home in Bury St
Edmunds, Suffolk, aided by TomTom, his
constant compamon.
= “I like to amve at the ground two hours
' before the game,” he muses. “But | always
b' allow a bit of extra time, just in case of
L the traffic. You never know.’

He arrives in the Garibaldi Room,
:i a small suite in which rival managers
B\ seeking a sneak preview of their next
: opponents or prospective purchases,
&4 club scouts and guests gather. And
"‘ the match officials and their assessor.
The room is almost deserted apart
’ from a tray of sandwiches, marked
“Referee and Assistants”, in the
‘ middle of a large table
i Kelvin considers a stealthy raid
,/ but resists the urge. He reminisces with
' the tea lady about the good old days,
when Brian Clough ruled with
an iron fist and when Morton, a leading
referee, strutted his stuff in the middie.
“It's nice to turn back the clock
sometimes,” he reflects. But before he
grows misty eyed, Mark Clattenburg
his assistants, Mike McDonough
and Stephen Child, and Lee

As part of their efforts to raise refereeing standards,
the Professional Game Match Officials Limited monitor
the performance of the men in black at every game
played in The Football League and Premier League.
Here, we offer an insight into how the process works

Mason, the fourth official, arrive. A quick chat and,
15 minutes later, they leave. Down to business

Morton, 64, still enviously eyes the
sandwiches but, soon, it is down to business
for him. too. A briefing with the head of ground
security and the chief police commander. An
hour before kick-off, Kelvin trots off to see the
captains — Paul McKenna, of Forest, and Charlie
Adam, of Blackpool. Clattenburg has a word
with both, telling them what he expects and that
he wants no silly bookings. Teamsheets are
handed in, the expectation mounts

Ten minutes before the off, Morton takes his
place in the directors’ box. On the nght of the
stairs, second row, first seat in. Prime position
to judge Mark, Mike, Stephen and Lee. Little can
escape Morton's attention and little does. “it's a
great atmosphere,” he says, stopwatch danghng
from his neck and clipboard on his lap.

Clattenburg blasts his first whistle. Game on
“Ask me what you want,” Kelvin says. “But |
might be making notes. And you won't be able
to read my writing. It's like a doctor’s!” It is. By
half-time, a spider dipped in ink appears to
have crawled across his two sheets of paper.
“They're my crime sheets,” he says. “What |
call submissable evidence.”

Over the years, since he retired from refereeing
in 1995, he has devised his own note-taking
strategy — Assessing Made Easy. Columns for
strengths, room for improvement, incidents,
bookings, errors, free kicks. He divides the pitch
into nine segments for simple identification

As the game progresses, Clattenburg appears
to be racking up an impressive amount of
mentions in the “strengths” section. “But | look
at all four of them,” Morton explains. “How they
work as a team. That's important.”

Forest are leading 1-0. all is fairly quiet in the
world of officialdom until, in first-half stoppage
time, Child flags for offside against Forest
off,” Morton murmurs. Child's play, clearty. >

“Just

48
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“I LOVE DOING THIS
JOB. | REFEREED WITH

Mark Clattenburg in chame of thel
nornshep) serme-f second leg)
and Blacipool

ngharm Fore

A SMILE ON MY FACE, -

| WAS KNOWN FOR
THAT. | LIKE A RAPPORT
WITH PEOPLE”

David “Ned" Kelly, Forest's assistant manager,
does not agree and exchanges views with
lan Holloway, the Blackpool manager. Mason
intervenes and gets a finger-jabbing from Billy
Davies. the Forest boss. Calm is restored as
Clattenburg signals the interval.

Taking refreshment in the Garibaldi, Morton is
suddenly aghast. “Yeah, as | was saying, it was
just offside ... oh dear.” He glances at the
television replay and notices, as does everyone
that the ruling should have been, er, onside! “It
goes to show how difficult these
judgements are and the benefit
should have been given to
the attacker.”

One minute into
the second half, it is
McDonough's tum in
the spotlight. Robert
Earnshaw races
through to score for
Forest but Mike's flag
is raised. “Too slow,
too slow,” Kelvin
mutters. Not Eamshaw
but McDonough's
decision-making. He should
have been quicker, even by
a fraction, on the draw

From then on, Forest are felled
and as the Blackpool! goals rain in, the home
technical area becomes more crowded and
agtated. “Only two can stand in it and only one
at the fromt.” Kelvin observes. “They've got four
in there.” Mason stands motionless, arms crossed
Morton makes a note

As Forest collapse farther, Davies retreats into
his dug-out. Game over, Blackpool are on their
way to Wembley - the Tangerine Dream — while
back at Garibaldi HQ, Morton, a general manager
with a power supply company, analyses his
officials’ performances. No need to refer to the
spider's crawl, either, his memory IS perfect.

“Mark had an outstanding command of the
game from the outset. He took no risks with
match control and worked extremely hard in
nis man-management of the players

‘The assistants did very well overall. As we now
know. there was an offside given just on half-time
that we thought was a good call. | know it was
tight and, in fact. it was proven to be level. Onside.
It was one of those difficult ones.

“Early in the second half, Mike had a disallowed

goal. Perfectly correct but | feit
maybe he could have flagged
slightly earlier. And Lee maybe
could have been a bit more proactive
in the home technical area. You don't want
him to micro-manage but you want him to do a bit
more than he did. But it was a good day at the
office, a good team effort. The one who was most
sure did the leading and the other was happy

to follow. Therefore, they were at one.”

The dust has settled and Morton sets off for
a debriefing with the quartet in their changing
room. “When | go in, | don't sit on the fence,

I give an opinion,” he reveals. “| think we get
more respect for that.

“Ilove doing this job. | refereed with a smile on my
face. | was known for that. and | like a rapport with
people, | like the interaction. All the guys were pleased
and they were very receptive to what | had to say.”

Itis nearly 11pm. A fine drizzle descends from
the darkness and TomTom is waiting in the car
park to guide Morton home. He has to write
separate reports on Messrs Clattenburg.
McDonough and Child the next day and also
a summary, which could take up to three hours

Time to perhaps assess the assessor: Let's
go for an “A". It would have been A+, Kelvin,
but for the spider! «

KELVIN MORTON EXPLAINS
WHAT AN ASSESSOR LOOKS
FOR FROM MATCH OFFICIALS:

“I'm what we call a guardian of standards.
I'm expecting the referee and his
assistants to carry out the laws of the
game in a professional manner to make
sure that there is good match control,
allowing the game to flow but not to the
detriment of control. They must also get
decisions right and work hard. Most
important of all, the referee must show
good and appropriate man-management
skills. Sometimes, he may need to be a bit
stronger and, at other times, he can just
have a quiet word, which can be equally
effective. We have what we term the
“Step” process. Sometimes, it is that quiet
word that is needed:; then there is the
public rebuke. Then, if that doesn't work, it
has to be a yellow card. You cannot give
more than one public rebuke to the same
player. | often use the phrase: it is like
being savaged by a sheep! Referees are
encouraged, where possible, to make
effective use of the captains.”

7
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FRIENDS
REUNITED

Having spent four
productive years with the
Robins, Millwall defender

Jack Smith is relishing
renewing old acquaintances
at Wembley this afternoon

A
IVIAS

PATRICK

SCALL

or Millwall's Jack Smith, this Play-Off Final
vill be a special occasion on two counts
The defender is not only making his
Wembley debut but will also be coming
up against his former side Swindon Town,
from whom he joined the London club last summer.
“I've never played at Wembley before so it's a
big one for me.” he said after the 2-0 defeat of
Huddersfield Town had propelled Millwall into
today's showdown. “| went there a few weeks
ago to watch my brother Tommy playing for
Portsmouth in the FA Cup semi-final and that
was the first time I'd been to the new stadium
“But to actually play there will be
unbelievable. it's certainly the biggest gam
of my career so far, and with the biggest prize
at the end of it, without a doubt. Hopefully it

will be a full house and a great atmosphere.”
It wa course, the atmosphere at The Den

in the victorious

semi-final second leg that Miltw
Jackett credited with playing such
n his side’s win over Huddersfield
Smith, too. is full of praise for the faithful who have
done him and his team-mates proud throughout
the 2009/10 campaign

“They have been brilliant for us all season

manager Kenny

a significant role

nk the average age of the Huddersfield
e early 20

th 20
lay in an

[tg

eam IS somewhere in
to come to The Den

S

n

nd

tmosphere like that was probably
intimidating for them
s got right behind us from

and were really loud

'

out

the game and that gives
n extra boost when you're

a bit tired. You hear the noise
st go again.”

at mean the 26-year-old

ever in the old cliché abi

out

12th man?

13 one we'd

Yeah. definitely! | think scoring first certain before we played Huddersfield,” he adds.

gave us something to hold on to, as well. Qur Obviously I've got a few old friends there
defensive record this season is the best in the but | wasn't really bothered who won. At this
league so we always felt that if we could nick stage in the game we know it's going to be

nave a good chance of keeping t
sheet and winning

“But | think you could see what a massive
goal the second one was by the
from both the fans and the players. It
certainly made the last few minutes of

ough whoever we were to face in the Final
Swindon are a good team with good
goalscorers so it will certainly be a ig challenge.
We played them on the last day of the regular
hem 3-2 but it could have

a clean

of

o

action

gone either way. It'll just be a case of going out

the game a lot e and giving it our all as we always do. and
’ As for today’s test, n will be hopefully that will be enough.
iy reacquainting himself with a few
r { t. familiar faces having spent four AACK SMITH
L) g seasons at Swindon prior to his POSITION ¥5 DOB 14/10/188
s ’b‘ move to Miliwall last summer <12009/10 GOALS
“I watched the second Swindon 2

versus Charlton game the night
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Baxter Lambert

- INDEPENDENT ESTATE AGENTS
Established 1900

NGS, SALES, RENT COLLECTION, MANAGEMENT, SERVICE CHARGE COLLECTION
COVERING SOUTH EAST LONDON AND NORTH WEST KENT

OUD PREMIER SUITE SPONSORS OF MILLWALL FOOTBALL CLUB

COME ON YOU LIONS!!!

www.baxterlambert.co.uk penge@baxteriambert.co.uk
120 High Street Penge London SE20 7EZ 020 8659 1234
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BRADFORD CITY 2
NnoTTS COUNTY 0

PIAY-OFF FINAL MOMENTS

CHRIS KAMARA, 26 |

The Dwvision Two Play-Off Final in 1996 was a fantastic day. We
were due to amive at Wembley first, before Notts County, and we
had around 32,000 fans supporting us. County had around 12,000
what | didn’t want to happen was for us 1o amve and get a massive cheer,
then for County to come out and get booed by our fans. That could have given
1 an incentive so | had a word with a policeman at our hotel and asked i
wve could come out second. He phoned ahead and sorted it out for us!
When we walked out onto the pitch in our suits and ties, this massive
heer went up and you could see the Notts County players looking nervous-
each other. It had the desired effect that we hoped it would
vas Bradford's first e appearance at Wembley and I'd only been
n the job in the November. My remit for the season was actually to save

2010 PLAY-OFF FINAL '

AaY 1€

themn from relegation, so to get to the Play-Off Final was a dream come tn
I've commentated on a lot of Play-Off Finals and most of them have been
tense, but once the game started, it was never in doubt - I've never felt so
comfortable in a game of football. We'd lost the first leg of the semi-final 2-0
id Road and win
d we'd done just that. so we were full of confidence
I'd dropped a local lad, lan Ormondroyd, to the bench at Wembile
but after Des Hamilton had scored early on, were totally on top
| took Andy Kiwomya off and brought "Sticks™ [Ormondroyd] on i

at home to Blackpool, meaning we had to go to Bloo

second half and he was involved in our second goal. At 2-0 up v
over 15 minutes to go, the fans started to enjoy themselves. It w
party atmosphere — a fabulous day and one that I'll never forget E-J =

g
1

J I




ORDINARY PEOPLE.
EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS

DONATIONS

WEB TEXT CHEQUE !
Click on our donations button on our website Text HERO to 60999 1o
wwwbelpforberoes.org.uk and you will be parted with your donate £5 or call 0300 200 make your cheque out to Help for Heroes an
-money electronically and securely. It is easy to use, safe and 1066. Calls and messages plcase attach a gift aid form made out to: Un
enables us to get gift aid from the nice man at the freasury | are charged at national

rate 6. Aspirc Business Centre, Ordnance Roac
which will add 28% 1o your donation and that is worth having! lNdworth. Hants SP9 7QD. Tel: 01980 846 45
L

www.helpforheroes.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1120920

If you prefer to send your donation by pos




IARNVIED FORCES

During the 2009/10 season, The Football League’s
Official Charity Partner has been Help for Heroes

WORDS TOM HARVERSON

efore kick-off this afternoon, both sets

of fans will have the opportunity to show

their support for our Armed Forces, as

100 soldiers recently returned from the

Afghan frontline take part in a lap of
honour around the Wembley pitch.

For the third season running, The Football
League has invited troops to the Coca-Cola
Football League Play-Off Finals to enjoy our
hospitality and the thrilling spectacle that these
maiches provide.

This year's play-offs also mark the end of The
League’'s 'Official Charity’ partnership with Help

For Heroes. During the 2009/10 campaign clubs,

players, managers and fans from all corners of
England and Wales have united to support Help
for Heroes through donations, auctions and
fundraising which has generated hundreds of
thousands of pounds for the charity which helps
rehabilitate injured military personnel.

“The Football League’s support has been
invaluable, both in raising awareness and
fundraising for H4H,” explains Bryn Parry who

LEAGUE 1 PLAY-OFF FINAL /
HELP FOR HEROES )

[

EHELP fior
SHEROES

- 1120928

OFFICIAL CHARITY
2008/10

co-founded Help for Heroes in October 2007 with
his wife Emma after visiting heavily wounded
personnel in Birmingham's Selly Oak hospital.
“We at Help for Heroes would like to say a
huge thank you to The Football League, the
clubs, players and all their supporters for their

| fantastic fundraising.”

In addition to numerous ‘Help for Heroes days'’
staged by clubs throughout the season, The
Football League came together for ‘Football
for Heroes Week’ in March, with all 72 clubs
donating a home game to raising awareness
and funds for the charity.

From Plymouth to Newcastle and Cardiff to
Norwich, clubs offered free tickets for troops,
managers wore the charity's wristbands, players
warmed up in Help for Heroes T-shirts, posed for
photos with Help for Heroes banners and signed
balls to be auctioned.

“Football League clubs have been magnificent in
their support for Help for Heroes this season, with
all 72 clubs playing their part.” added Gavin Megaw,
Director of External Affairs at The Football League.

“We are delighted to be hosting members of
our Armed Forces at each of our Play-Offs again
this season, not only is it great recognition for
what they do for their country but it is a fitting
way to celebrate our season-long partnership
with Help for Heroes.”

And in recognition of the century-old bond
between the game and the Forces - which
began in the trenches of World War One - The
Football League this season appointed a team
of Ambassadors with close links to both.

The 12-strong group included Cardiff City
Manager Dave Jones, Ipswich Town Chief
Executive Simon Clegg, players Peter Leven (MK
Dons) and Lee Bradbury (AFC Bournemouth) as
well as Chairman of the RAF FA, Group Captain
Mike Neville and Sergeant Mark Margetts
currently on the frontline in Afghanistan.

Following the huge success of this season's
partnership with Help for Heroes, The Football
League will continue its charity support during
the 2010/11 campaign with cancer charity Marie
Curie Cancer Care. .

B4 ] 20170 PLAY-OFF FINAL
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Ht I.l’ FOI! HEROES

WE SALUTE
YOU

The Football League says
the hard work of the Help
for Heroes Ambassadors |

has been invaluable
WORDS TOM HARVERSON

IN SUPPORT OF

HELP for
®HEROES

asityxe 1120920

OFFICIAL CHARITY
2008/10

i he Football League would like to thank
all 12 Help for Heroes Ambassadors for
their sterling efforts this season.

— Former professional
footballer. Before a successful career with Chester
City, Peterborough United and Lincoln City, Simon
served with the 22nd Cheshire Regiment in Bosnia
and Northemn Ireland.

- Ipswich Town Chief Executive.
A Major in the 7th Parachute Regiment, Royal
Horse Artillery. Simon organised an Apache fly-
by as part of the Tractor Boys' end of season
Help for Heroes day.

&

- Professional Footballer. The
former Nottingham Forest defender is a strong
Help for Heroes supporter foilowmg the tragic
death of his brother, Lance Corporal Keiron
Hill who was killed last year whilst on duty
in Afghanistan with the Mercian Regiment
(Worcesters and Foresters)

— AFC Bournemouth Youth Team
and Reserve Team Coach. Joe joined the Royal
Engineers in 1975 and has worked in the Army
Physical Training Corps as well as delivering FA
Coaching to troops and managing the
Combined Services football team.

¢ - Chairman of

: manager Danny Wi
and antol Rovers” Paul Trollope
Their support Tor Help for Heroes

the RAF Football Association Following a
distinguished career in the RAF, Group Captain
Neville assumed command of RAF Lyneham in
December 2007 and has been Chairman of
RAF FA since 2008.

— Former Professional Footballer
The ex-MK Dons midfielder is now Community
Ambassador for the club and is a strong
supporter of Help for Heroes.

- Football League Youth
Development Regional Manager for the
Midlands. Before playing for Notts County,
Reading, Fulham and Lincoln Ci ity, Phil saw
action in the Falklands as an SAS Bomb
Disposal expert.

- Doncaster Rovers
Community Coach. In an Army career
spanning 18 years, Sergeant Margetts
now works part-time in the community
set-up at Doncaster. He is currently on
a six-month tour of Afghanistan with the
1st Battalion.

- Manager. Cardiff City. As
patron of armed forces medical schemes.
Dave was instrumental in iny iting the Weish
Guards to attend the club’s match against
Crystal Palace in October.

— Professional Footballer. The
MK Dons midfielder has donated £5 to Hel p
for Heroes for every goal that the club scored
during the campaign - raising a total of £300
for Help for Heroes

— Former Professional Footballer.
The former Scottish international midfielder’s
football career dates back to the days when he
worked in the Army Catering Corps. Holt also
played for the British Army football team before
joining Celtic.

— Professional Footballer. A former
Army recruit, the Bournemouth player moved
straight from the Forces to Portsmouth in 1995. .
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-:_ lillion containers a week, carrying eVerything from
/s and games consoles to food and clothing, pass
ough UK ports

‘fir'ely on tankers from Africa, the Middle East and
2yond arriving in a UK port every other day for our
1ergy needs - |

e Royal Navy is there to ensure this continues to
appen, whilst costing the taxpayer less than 30p a day!

¥ant to learn more visit us at: royalnavy.mod.uk



Bristol Rovers manager Paul Trollope saw his team beat Swindon Town twice

ANV 5 |
I N !

this season, but he's a great admirer of their football philosophy

ards on the table - | was raised as a
Swindon Town supporter which is hardly
surprising since my dad, John, holds the
club appearance record and was also
manager of the club in the early Eighties
I have a lot of time for Danny Wilson and the
way he wants his teams to play, and considering
where Swindon were last season, together with the
fact that they were so close to winning automatic
promotion, he has done a magnificent job
My own team managed to complete the
double over Swindon this year, winning 3-0
at home and 4-0 away, but we lacked the
consistency to join them in the top six. In
essence Swindon are a 4-4-2 team but when
In possession they quickly evolve into an
attacking, passing team and it is clear that
Danny has put his stamp on the club. His
philosophy has shone through this season, just
as it has been evident at all his previous clubs
When Swindon have, what | would call,
comfortable possession, they tend to make the
pitch very big. The full-backs push forward and
the central defenders split to start the team’s

INTERVIEW: MEL HENDERSON

attacks from the back. Midfielder Jonathon
Douglas (below) has proved a fantastic
acquisition since his arrival from Leeds United.
He has good technical ability and the means
to dictate the play from deep positions, while
Simon Ferry has bags of energy and supplies
the ‘legs’. Ferry's forwards runs offer a real
threat to any opposition — as we saw in the
semi-final first leg against Chariton Athletic
=and he is also a good passer of the ball.
There is a good balance between them.
Jon-Paul McGovern may line up on
the right of midfield, but he regularly
comes inside and this allows full-back
Stephen Darby to go down the outside
and his displays show why he is so highly
regarded at his parent club, Liverpool
McGovern likes to get on the ball and
apart from his eye for a pass, he has
consistently demonstrated his ability at
set-pieces. Another loanee, teenager
Danny Ward, has amply proved his worth
with a goal in each of the semi-final games
and adds to Swindon's attacking options.

The main spotlight has been on the front two of
Billy Paynter and Charlie Austin as a result of all
their goals. Paynter is showing the best form of
his career and the partnership with Austin has

gelled perfectly. Austin arrived from Wessex
Premier League team Poole Town, where he
scored at a phenomenal rate, and he has
Just carried on putting the ball in the net.
His movement is top-class, he finds good

positions in and around the six-yard
$ area, and not only plays without fear
2 but with a lot of confidence
Swindon took a chance on him
% and it has paid off handsomely
d ¥  The Robins have good options on
the bench, which can be crucial, and in
Alan O'Brien they have a left-winger who
\‘ can make a real difference to a game, as
he showed at The Valley with his quality
and pace. Talking of players coming off
l the bench, goalkeeper Phil Smith was
introduced after just five minutes there
and went on to play an important
part in their success..

2010 PLAY-OFF FINAL
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WORDS TOM HARVERSON & JAMES TUNES!

j rom tackling drug and alcohol abuse to
raising awareness on sexual health, The
Football League Trust works daily in 72
diverse communities across England
&= and Wales using the power of football
to make a tangible difference to people’s lives

Formed in 2007, The Trust is the charitable
arm of The Football League and is responsible
for overseeing Community and Youth
Development projects at clubs.

Focusing on the five core themes of Health,
Sports Participation, Social Inclusion &
Community cohesion, Helping Young People
Realise Their Potential and Environment. the
Trust currently works with 2,500 full and part-
time community staff to deliver schemes
to one and half million people a year

Both Millwall and Swindon Town play an
active role in their local communities, regularly
rolling out 2 diverse range of initiatives designed
to target their locality and provide effective
engagement for local people

Last year, the Millwall Community Scheme
teamed up with Chariton Athletic and the
Metropolitan Pglice to dedicate their league match
in December to the “Street Violence Ruins Lives”
campaign which delivers the dangers of street
violence straight into classrooms in London.

The fixture was played in memory of Rob Knox
and Jimmy Mizen, two young supporters of the
respective clubs whe were killed in 2008.

The club also joined forces with NHS
Lewisham, to provide free NHS health checks
to supporters before their league game against
Norwich City in February. Fans had their blood
pressure checked, lungs tested and received
advice on healthy living - including the chance
to ride a ‘Smoothie Bike' which crushed fruit
In a bid to raise awareness of healthy eating

Since early May, Swindon's Community Trust
has been providing training sessions to Swindon
Deaf FC. The Robins' ‘Every Player Counts
project is also supporting the deaf football club
in their quest to participate in the Wiltshire and
Dorset Ability Counts League from next season.

And in February, the community team
travelled to Zambia where they spent a week
in Livingstone delivering football coaching
programmes to local adults and children as
well as participating in building projects for
the community

The trip included a visit to a local community
school, Nakatindi where the Swindon
representatives were greeted by children
witnessing football for the very first time. Across
the week, the team worked with nearly 600 local
Children and adults delivering coaching sessions
and giving away football boots and kit.

L d

- Swinoon TOWN

S5E o

The hard work of The Football League Trust has

had a positive impact on communities everywhere
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EA SPORTS

Panini
ProgrammeMaster
Sega

Square Enix
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L> BILLY PAYNTER

PAYNTER
IDECORATED

Swmdon Town hot-shot Billy Paynter hopes to put a gloss finish
on a fine season by firing the Robins into the Championship

WORDS DAVID INSTONE

illy Paynter has yet to sample the euph iy and the only way we could be denied a

of promotion in his incident-filled careefy® | plaeai the play-offs, if we won; was if they drew.
but well remembers the unusual f Unfortunately, that's what happened bécause
circumstances of his nearest miss. ¢ | Hartlepool scored fairly late and held on for a draw.

“We missed out on goal difference, which
{ was heartbrsakjﬂqbocmm we had finished with
a run of three wins and would have fancied our
(':hanc&s in the play-oﬁs -

Unlike this term, the striker was gt
on the wrong side when the line was drawn B
the final League 1 table in 2003/04 to show
which teams had made the play-off cut and
which were left disappointed.

His Port Vale team did all they could on the
day of the regular campaign, only to then lea
events elsewhere had contrived against them
gone in favour of none other than Swindon Tg

“We were at Rushden on the final day and
by two or three goals,” Paynter recalled. “We
scored early on and in the last minute and ou
fans were celebrating for a lot of the afternco

“But Swindon were playing Hartlepool on th
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two decades when given his debut at 16 by
Brian Horton in May, 2001, and their youngest
scorer for even longer when he delivered his
first goal, although he was made to wait until
early in 2002/03 for that privilege.

If he hoped the breakthrough would
represent an opening of the floodgates, he
was to be disappointed, however. Goals came
at a trickle rather than a gush until he helped
himself to 14 in 2003/04 and followed up with
13 in the campaign after to win the club’s
Player of the Year award.

They are accomplishments that Robins fans
would clearly recognise now as the 25-year-old
Liverpudlian, having nursed a hamstring strain in
the last couple of weeks, arrives at Wembley in
hungry pursuit of his 30th goal of the season

“It's every player's dream to play at
Wembley and every striker's dream to score
there,” he added. “| didn't get much chance
o make an impression against Chariton in the
semi-final. | missed the first leg and didn’t
have much drop for me around the area while
| was on the pitch in the return

“But we always think we can score goals. A
lot of people would have doubted us when w
were two down at Charlton, with a man short,
but the gaffer here has given us belief and we
now have a lot of confidence in ourselves. We
remained positive and pulled through,
although it was obviously very close.

“Of course I'd be thrilled to score in my first
game at Wembley, but winning promotion for the
first time in my career is more important.”

Alongside the extraordinary rise of non-league
graduate Charlie Austin, Paynter has ensured
that Swindon have kept to a bare minimum any
fans' yearning for Simon Cox, the prolific striker

who left them 12 months ago for a promotion-
winning year at West Bromwich Albion and now
stands at the gateway to the Premier League

Between them, the duo are nudging the
50-goal barrier for 2009/10 and looking to
succeed today like the junior partner did in
the first leg against Chariton Athletic.

Not that Paynter hasn't hit on harder times on
his career path. Having been a firm favourite in
the Potteries, he became goal-starved at Hull
City despite a promising start on loan and had a
distinctly lean spell at Southend United before
starting to rediscover his old instincts when he
was borrowed by Bradford City.

He is past the 50 mark for his present club at
the rate of much better than one every three
games despite one oddity — he failed to find the
target in a 6-0 annihilation of Vale in 2007/08.

And the combative front-runner will be looking
to take a leaf from one of his Premier League
favourites today - with a different outcome.

One of his two visits to the stadium as an
Everton supporter came at the 2009 FA Cup
Final against Chelsea when Louis Saha scored
inside a minute for the Merseyside club.

‘I was among the Everton fans behind the
goal and just managed to drag my dad to
the seats for the start rather than let him
have another drink,” he explained. “It's just
as well we did and I'll be hoping to have a
similar experience this time with a different
result of course.”.

2009/10 APPS 48 2009/10 GOALS 29
SIGNED AUGUST 2007

2070 PLA

“OF COURSE I'D BE
THRILLED TO SCORE
IN MY FIRST GAME AT
WEMBLEY BUT
WINNING PROMOTION
FOR THE FIRST TIME
IN MY CAREER IS
MORE IMPORTANT"

FINAL £5¢:52 ]
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Let’s make a
brighter future for
Swindon

A brighter future for Swindon and a brighter
future for Swindon Town Football Club - the
goal we’re all aiming for.

Swindon Borough Council and Forward Swindon,
the Economic Development Company for the
Borough, wish the Team the very best of
luck at Wembley.

Swinbon

Forwardswindon BOROUGH COUNCIL

vww. forwardswindon.co.uk




HUW CITY |
BRISTOL CITY 0
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£009/10 DREAM TEAM

After a fascinating League 1 season that will conclude at Wembley today,
the experts from BBC Sport’s The Football League Show select their best X

NICK JOHNSON

aul Rebinsor
today's Fi
for the r

Brentford loanee Wo

his place between tf

League 1
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SEAN GREGAN OLDHAM ATHLETIC

WHO HAS BEEN THE BEST PLAYER IN THE DIVISION?
Southampton striker Rickie Lambert. You just have to look at the amount
of goals he has scored and his all-round game - he's a great player.

WHO IS THE MANAGER OF THE SEASON?

Paul Lambert... considering they got beat 7-1 by Colchester United on
the opening day. he has done a terrific job at Norwich City. After that result
it would have been easy for the club to go one way but he's taken charge
there and they have won the league by a mile in the end.

WHICH WAS THE BEST TEAM PERFORMANCE AGAINST YOUR SIDE?

Brighton impressed me when they beat us 2-0 at Boundary Park
in March and since Gus Poyet took over they played a good brand
of football. They have some finance at the club and could be a team
to watch next season.

WHO GAVE THE BEST INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE AGAINST YOUR TEAM?

When we went to Norwich City in December, Wes Hoolahan was just
unplayable. The lads couldn’t get near him to kick him! He was named
in the Team of the Year and is so comfortable on the ball. He has also
scered a lot of goals.

WHO WAS THE BEST YOUNG PLAYER IN
THE DIVISION?

Southend United's Harry Crawford
could be one to watch. He played up
front towards the end of the season at
our place in a 2-2 draw and was a
real pest. He could be a player
to keep an eye on.

WHO HAS UNDERACHIEVED
THIS SEASON AND WILL BE
CONTENDERS NEXT TIME?
MK Dons have -~
got a fantastic Z
stadium and
infrastructure and
maybe expected
to do better after
getting in the play-
offs last season. Paul
Ince has departed and the
wheels have come off for
them recently but they will be
hoping to challenge next year.

VR
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CRAIG ALCOCK YEOVIL TOWN

WHO HAS BEEN THE BEST PLAYER IN THE CHAMPIONSHIP?

Wes Hoolahan cut us open at will when we lost 3-0 to Norwich City
at Carrow Road in March. He was a class above. He has plenty of
tricks and also an eye for a pass.

WHO IS THE MANAGER OF THE SEASON?

Danny Wilson has done really well at Swindon Town because they
were the surprise package among the teams who were contesting the
promotion places. They are a smaller club compared to the others who
were up there. They've obviously got good players up front but all-
round they are very strong.

WHICH WAS THE BEST TEAM PERFORMANCE AGAINST YOUR SIDE?

| would say Norwich in that game in March or Swindon when they beat
us 3-1 away in December. Leeds United were also very impressive in the
second half at their place when they beat us 4-0, however, for the best
performance over 90 minutes | would go for Norwich.

WHO GAVE THE BEST INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE AGAINST YOUR TEAM?

Wes Hoolahan was right up there but | will go for Nicky Bailey of Chariton
Athletic. He played in central midfield against us and brought a lot of energy
to their team. He also has the ability to pick a pass and score a goal.

WHO WAS THE BEST YOUNG PLAYER IN THE DIVISION?

If | can’t vote for our own player Steven Caulker
who’s been on loan from Tottenham - he's quick
and good in the air and on the ground — then I'd
say Korey Smith of Norwich. He did a sound
job protecting the back four, breaking up
play and feeding the bali-players.

WHO HAS UNDERACHIEVED THIS
SEASON AND WILL BE CONTENDERS
MEXT TIME?

| know Southampton
had a 10-point reduction
at the start of the year
but two seasons ago
Leeds had a 15-point
penalty and still made it
to the Play-Off Final so maybe you
could say Southampton. Brighton
had new investment last summer
and many people were tipping
them to do well so maybe they've
underachieved as well.

-

-«
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Macron proudly supports grass roots football through
The Football League Trust
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REPRESENTING HAM ATHLETIC

SO“T‘: FAILSWORTH PRIMARY

CHILD'S

PLAY

THE FOOTBALL LEAGLUE |

/ COMMUNITY CUP [

Young pupils representing
Oldham Athletic and
Wycombe Wanderers will
compete in the Community
: Cup Final this afternoon

§ football dream comes true today for 16
f youngsters when they will take part in
The Football League Community Cup

B W Final at Wembley Stadium.

South Failsworth Primary, from Oldham,
face Gateway School, from Great Missenden
Buckinghamshire

The six-a-side tournament, open 1o pupils in Year
6 or below, saw more than 14,000 youngsters take
part throughout the season

Both of today’s teams won regional and
national heats to earn the right to represent their
local Football League team - Oldham Athiletic
and Wycombe Wanderers respectively.

Today the youngsters will take a behind-the-
scenes tour of the stadium, before lining up on the
pitch for their game, which kicks off at 1.40pm.

o

e
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é=¢3)] 2010 PLAY-OFF FINAL

PE teacher Emma-Jane Davies, from South
Failsworth, said: "The boys can’t wait to play
at Wembley. They've been brilliant this season
and deserve their chance. We're all looking
forward to the match.”

Gateway teacher Howard Judge said: “it's great
for everyone involved. The whole school is excited
Family and friends all bought tickets to come along
to support us. it should be a fantastic day.”

The competition has been run by The Football
League Trust - the charitable arm of The Football
League. Trust General Manager Dave Edmundsor
said: “One of our core themes is participation w
sport by a range of you -'was*ezs This national

competition embraces 72 diverse co
is a fantastic opportunity to play in a W
We wich the very best of luck to both sides. .
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[ﬁz)zg we cant guarantee

At Club Wembley we can gua‘réntee that you'll see every England
home international, The FA Cup Final, the Carling Cup Final,
The Rugby League Challenge Cup Final and The FA Community
Shield from now until 2018*. You can also be sure of receiving
world class hospitality, in fact with Club Wembley there is only
one thing we can't guarantee, the match result. To find out
more call 0844 980 0038 or email sales@wembleystadium.com

™\

CLUS

WEMBLEY

*Matches that form part of a tournament or bid event where The FA is not the owner, such as the Olympic Games, the Rugby World Cup and the UEFA Champions
League Finals are not included. Wembley Stadium will however ry 10 secure lickets for those excluded events where possible. Termns and conditians apply
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BACK THE BID

Bid Book 1o FIFA
esident Sepp Blatter

England’s campaign to host the 2018 World Cup received a boost when David
Beckham presented a 1,752 page book detailing the country’s vision

ed its

t goals in England

Fi deliver the r cess and abroad. These includ s by the 12
promising the highest ever commercial Cup in history, providing the inspiration
revenues for FIFA and committing to for extensive football, social, human

nmental development on a global

ngst England’s lega

projects around th

The official Bid Book
President, Sepp Blatter by England 2(
President, David Beckham who he:
England 2018 delegation E
captain Beckham, said

coaches a
England's bid |

in many respects. E

in football and
) FIFA's aims. It

our attraction. Ih

fans in your
hope our players of the future will be fortunate
enough to experience this

England 2018's bid book of 1,752 p
contains d of England’s vision for the World
Cup Fin will build on the country’s

country at World Cup

s great honour,

2010 PLAY-OFF FINAL
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COME ON YOU LIONS
K&T

HEATING SERVICES LTD

WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL THE PLAYERS AND STAFF AT MILLWALL FC
ALL THE BEST FOR TODAYS COCA-COLA LEAGUE ONE PLAY-OFF FINAL
&

WISH NEIL HARRIS GOOD LUCK IN HIS TESTIMONIAL SEASON.
FROM ALL THE STAFF AT K&T HEATING SERVICES LTD

K&T Heating Services LTD is a London based Gas Central Heating Company
providing an excellent, friendly and professional service for all your heating needs.




H3d33ATv09

VIILLWALL
OTBALL CLUB

y's one of the poker scho
a great Iaq,“Ha.s been

H3AN3430

JOHN SULLIVAN ALAN DUNNE
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MILWALL LEGEND: BARRY KITCHENER ‘

Hailing from Dagenham, Barry Kitchener was a loyal servant for
Willwall, playing for the club for 17 years, retiring in 1982. Initially
joining as an apprentice in 1965, he made his full debut for the club
just 18 months later, replacing the injured Harry Cripps against
Birmingham City. The East Ender soon endeared himself to the
Millwrall crowd, smashing home a 30-yard screamer against
Sheffield United in his next game. Kitchener went on to make a
mmmhnuniﬂmmmnu
supporters as Millwall's representative in the PFA Hall of Fame.

JON3430
H3IAN3430

HIAN3430
&

ft‘sgmattosaaDarraﬁ’sm;lat
what would class has gone, He takes his own food

i Tonys you i ; . everywhere he goes, and has been

; known to have a beer in one hand
a banana in the otheron a

Framps is a warrior, a winner and
a focused professional. He's very 1
M-socca!onthewach—lsﬂnext

TONY CRAIG

ANDY FRAMPTON

H3IAN3430

Is he a left-back or a left winger?
He's been used in both positions ;

JACK SMITH
PAUL ROBINSON

£33 | 2010 PLAY-OFF FINAL
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= ~ Trotts wears a pair of Rascal slip)

‘Eurostar’ is possibly the nicestiad |- on a night out, which people tell

you'll mest in football. His energy = ¢ e paStan Sy AN Nov/StRe

and work-rate are phenomenal - he He has been a real presence in the
stops runping minuts

H3AAAHAIN

H3A3HAIN

I'th fiot sure if Ali will be with us this
'bawxsehefll pably be

Recently became a father to
daughter Amelia. Chris has had a
» testing time on and off the pitch

ALi FUSEINI
MARC LAIRD
CHRIS HACKETT

Given the rivairy between the clubs, it's not often, if ever, that a
player has represented West Ham and gone on to become a legend at
Millwall. Harry Cripps, though, is an exception to that rule. A left-back,
Cripps came through the ranks at the Boleyn Ground alongside Bobby
Moore, winning the FA Youth Cup in 1959. He soon joined the Lions in

1961, though, making the most of an injury to Johnny Gilchrist to
establish himself. The fans loved him immediately — adoring his
combative performances and no holds barred approach, a trait he
displayed consistently during his 400 league appearances for the club.
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? o - AR Based in X [ Nout
LONDON @ A - P Grays, Essex, we e
LIMITED @& ; ' X provide all services within

the Construction Industry. We also

take on refurbishments. Most of our work

is in and around London and involves medium to
large commercial projects such as:

S "« property redevelopment
~~  # shop fitting
* work for local authorities - eg schools, council estates etc

< heavy industrial installations and maintenance
within industrial factories

@ office refurbishments

Since our establishment in 1992 our company has considerably
expanded. The secret of our success lies mainly with the
quality of our work, our unrivalled reliability, our total
professionalism and the recommendations
that stem from our electrical and
g mechanical installations

A

RNR London Ltd
20-22 Clarence Road
Grays, Essex RM17 6QJ
T: 01375 381275

F: 01375 374388

E: info@rnrlondon.co.uk

and projects

W: www.rnrlondon.co.uk . =
- D i
LIMITED
Come on you LIONS, it must be our year

The best team in London, GOOH LUCK TrOm...........ooocicnnsossonmns

The best team of all, Liam, Tilly, Michael, David, Danny,
Nicola & Emily Cane.....

Everybody knows us,
Paula & Davis Bone......

We're called Millwall
Julie, Billy, Tom & Louise of Block 8....
And everyone in RNR London Ltd.
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Play-off semi-final (first leg):
Huddersfieid Town 0-0 Millwall

The only game to finish goalless in
this season’s play-offs, the semi-final
first leg clash between Hudddersfield
Town and Millwall wasn’t without its
talking points.

The visitors had two penaity claims
turned down, with Scott Barron's
first-half shot appearing to strike the hand
of Terriers defender Peter Clarke, while
Barron later fell under a challenge from
the defender as he dashed into the box.

Rhodes saw an effort fiash over the
bar from six yards out after some good
work on the wing from Lee Novak and
Drinkwater’s effort was expertly saved
by David Forde.

Miliwall finished the season with
one of the best defensive records in
the league and as the game wore on
they showed just why, snuffing out the
Terriers' threat without too much trouble.

“We defended well and we battied
well,” Kenny Jackett commented.

“It does bode well that we can put
on that kind of performance. Everything
goes on to the second leg and we'll see
what we can do now.

“There will be a good crowd and
we need a very good performance
to bring our fans into play.

“I'm pleased with the performance

and commitment the players have
shown. They were top class
today and gave their all.”

HIIHLS

MILLWALL LEGEND: KEITH STEVENS

A typically tough-tackiing defender, Keith Stevens, or Rhino as he N
was known al The Den, was a mainstay in the Millwall defence
for almost 20 years. Coming through the ranks at the club, he
made his debut against Oxford United as a 16-year-old in 1981
and went on to make a further 462 appearances. He iater took
over from Billy Bonds as manager in 1088 and came close to
getting the club promoted back to Division One in 2000,
eventually losing to Wigan Atheltic in the play-off semi-finais.
Now involved with women's football in Australla, Stevens is
currently the assistant coach of W-League outfit Brisbane Roar.

HPAHLS




Play-off semi-final (second leg):
Miltwall 2-0 Huddersfield Town

(M win -0 on aggrogate) T - | MILLWALL LEGEND: TEDDY SHERINGHAM ‘

Steve Morison and Paul Robinson 5 Before the glory of lifting the UEFA Champions. League with

proved to be Millwall's heroes as the ) '_ : Manchester Uniied in 1999, Teddy Sheringham had leamt his trade
pair fired the Lions back to Wembley ) . in south London with Millwail. The club had spotted him playing for
for their second League 1 Play-0ff Final non-League outfit Leytonstone & iiford in 1982 and didn’t wait too
in as.many years. -Mmmhmlmmmmbml

With the first leg finishing goalless, W . You mean 1o go on and that's exactly what the youngster did,
the tie could have swayed in either > scaring in only his second appearance for the club. Becoming an
team's favour, but it took just 23 : Py i overnight star, he formed a lethal partnership with Tony Cascarino
minutes for Morison to set his team on Ve ) that saw the Lions promoted to Division One for the first time in
their way when Terriers goalkeeper Alex Ui | 1988. He made 220 league appearances, banging in 93 goals.
Smithies parried a cross into his path,
leaving Morison to tap home from eight
yards into an empty net.

The former Stevenage striker has
been terrific for the Lions this term,
bagging 23 goals since his summer
move from the Blue Square Premier.

Despite trailing, Huddersfield didn't

sealed it for the home side, but his shot
smashed against the crossbar,
Robinson calmed Millwail's nerves in
the 82nd minute, however, when he rose
highest to head home the winner. Batts mi ast Lewis has got pace in abundance
S H e i T T
Jackett at the final whistle,
'lhphyunpuli_uhiﬂh
performance and brought the crowd into
play with their effort and application.
“Huddersfieid are a very good team
and you look at their average age and
they will come again. s
“To keep them to a clean sheet over SHAUN BATT
180 minutes is a great achievement, but
we are only halfway there. We still

need to go to Wembiey and win

against Swindon - and that's
what we aim to do.”

HIIHLS

I'm hoping it's third time lucky
this afternoon aita'two defeatsin

NEIL HARRIS




DON’T LET MOVING GET YOU DOWN......

yushells

Arona House is a stunning development of 24 luxury two bedroom apartments built to high
specification in a sought after suburb of London's largest borough, Bromley. A fantastic opportunity to
acquire a stunning new home. Register your interest in order that you will the first to receive brochures and
prices before the development is advertised. You will also be invited to be amongst the first to view the
show apartment. Don't forget - stamp duty will be paid for a limited period only - that is a saving over
£8,400!

PRICES FROM £270,000 Leasehold - STAMP DUTY ALLOWANCE (Limited Period Only)

St Aidans Road, SE22 £685,000 Underhill Road, SE22 £895,000

A stunning double fronted Victorian house beautifully Set over 3 floors this substantial 4/5 Bedroom semi detached
presented and decorated to a very high standard. Downstairs Victorian family house, offers fantastic living space as well
is a large double reception with a lovely stone surround as 4 good size double bedrooms one of which has another
fireplace and a contemporary kitchen/ dining room leading to bedroom off of it. Downstairs there is a very large double

a sunny garden. Upstairs thee are 4 double bedrooms a reception room with fireplaces, stripped floorboards and
family bathroom and a fantastic en suite. wonderfully high ceilings.

Contact us now on 020 8299 1722 to register or email
us at Dulwich @bushells.com
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t the age of only 21, Stephen Darby
doesn't have a lot of first-team
experience against his name but
what memories he already has!
Brushes with Atletico Madrid,
Fiorentina and PSV Eindhoven have kit up an Anfield
senior career totalling only six appearances, heis a
former FA Youth Cup winning captain and now he is
at Wembley after despatching the penaty that has
brought Swindon Town to the League 1 Play-Off Final.

Win or lose today, it will all end for him in Wiltshire
this week when he retums to Merseyside following
a highly eventful two-and-a-half months on loan.

But, for as leng as he lives, he will remember the
¢ moment he had the decisive last say at the business
end of the shoot-out at The Valley 12 days ago.
He had missed one or two spot-kicks in practice
that week but you wouldn't have guessed that by the
way he side-footed low into one comer while Charfton
goalkeeper Darren Randolph dived the other way.

“I volunteered for the penalty,” said Darby,
who celebrated by jumping into the arms of
Swindon keeper Phil Smith. “| didn’t need to
be asked to take it and | didn't mind that it
was our fifth one - and possibly the most vital,

“You always want to make a mark on games
and I'd never taken a penalty in professional
football, let alone scored a goal at first-team
level, so I'm sure | raised a few eyebrows.

“A couple of things hadn’t gone for us, with
losing David Lucas to an injury and then having
Gordon Greer sent off, but the spirit here is fantastic
and you could see from the celebrations how much
winning meant to us as well as to the supporters.”

Darby doesn't appear to faze-easily. In days gone
by, young players might have grown up cleaning
the boots of players like Steven Gerrard and
Fernando Torres. Such chores now rest elsewhere
but he has shared a dressing room with them
and has sampled a taste at the top table.

Having been presented with the first
of Liverpool’s two successive FA Youth Cups in
2006, he received the Premier League reserve
trophy at Anfield and made his Premier League
debut against Tottenham in November 2008.

He was then praised by no less an authority than
Jamie Carragher when following up with his FA
Cup debut in the draw at Reading this winter.

As a Swindon player, the former England Under-
19 international has already comfortably passed his
total of six Liverpool appearances and he is
determined to retum to his home city walking tall.

“We showed great character to come through the STEPHEN DARBY
second leg of the semi-final but the job isn't done and ; § POSITION DEFENDER D.O.B 06,/10,/1588
we knew we couldn't let ourselves get caried away. = ’ 2009,/10 APPS 17 2009,10 GOALS D
We have one more huge game to come and we have mﬁ'ﬁfml
to stick together and try to pull through again.”. E/ =S

IDARB

On loan from Liverpool, young right-back Stephen Darby wants to give

Swindon Town the leaving present of promotion before he returns to Anfield
WORDS DAVID INSTONE

it
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New College Swindon

wish Swindon Town the best of luck today

We offer quality learning in a supportive environment:

» Qualifications for School Leavers and Adults
» Career and leisure courses

| » Apprenticeships

* Access and degree programmes

* Business training and vocational courses

Jbuild annexe due for completion in Summer

m new 1
Our £10 faciliies to meet the

2011 will provide the highest-quality

growing learning needs of the Swindon community.

For further information, call:

0808 178 4445

| -
i or visit us at www.newcollege.ac.uk New gﬂ’.,’gge
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After four failed attempts
at winning the play-offs,
Millwall’s Paul Robinson
says the players must
forget about the past and
concentrate on achieving
promotion at Wembley

MARTIN SMITH

aul Robinson has been at The Den

long enough to know the full horror

of Miliwall’s record in The Football

League's promotion play-offs. The

word ‘jinxed’ 1s an understatement.

Four times before, three of them attempting

to reach the top division, then last season at
this same stage in the League 1 Final. Millwall
have tried and failed. It is a record remarkable
for its awfulness

in 2002, the young trainee Robinson was only
months away from making his first-team debut when
Millwall succumbed to Birmingham City in the First
Division semi-final; last year injury prevented him
making more than a cameo appearance as Millwall
finally reached a Play-Off Final, only to lose a

rousing encounter with Scunthorpe United

"I know people keep mentioning the
past.” says the Millwall captain, “but
that can’t affect what's going to happen

against Swindon Town. All we can affect
is what’s going to happen in the future
and work hard towards it

“Mind you, after last season, we’ll

be doubly determined. There's a great

opportunity for every player here to

make a name for himself by being

part of the first team at the club

to be successful in the play-offs.
“There was a lot of hurt here last year

Even though it was an achievement to get to
the Final, our aim was to get promoted and we
didn’t achieve that. Our aim is still the same and
we’ll be looking to go one better this time

“The manager [Kenny Jackett] spoke
exceptionally well after last year's Final. It was a
difficult ime because emotions were raw. But he
spoke passionately about using that anger and
that hurt to drive us on this year.

“Although we had a slow start to the season,
| believe that was more down to injunies and
disruption to the team than any hangover from
the Final. You can see since Christmas how
we've pushed on. Now we've got a second
opportunity. It's great to play in a stadium like
Wembley. but it will be even nicer to win there.”




REFLECTS

For Robinson, it is a chance to right a
wrong: he was part of the squad relegated
from the Championship in 2006 after more
than two decades out of the third tier

“The relegation season was my first season
playing week-in. week-out. It was bitter-sweset
for me really: | was pleased I'd played so many
games, but it was also a very. very bitter pill to
swallow after we'd been relegated. It was hard
for the players to take in, so to be the one to
lead us back up will be some kind of payback.”

Apart from coming on in the 86th minute
of last season’s semi-final second leg at Leeds
and the 90th minute at Wembiey. Robinson
was missing from the heart of Millwall's defence
through injuries from January to October last year o

He has played every possible minute since '
then and capped another season of whole-
hearted and commitied performances with the
second goal in last week’s semi-final against
Huddersfield Town at The Den, a powerful
header at the far post from a corner.

“This season's squad i1s defintely stronger than
last year,” he says. “We've got the best defensive
record in the league, and two excellent strikers
in Neil Harris and Steve Morisen, who have both
contributed around 20 goals - last season our
top scorer got 11 over the 46 requiation games
We have strengthened and improved. We're
a stronger club and a better side as a result.

“The team spirt and camaradene 1s also the
best I've been part of. Everyone’s willing to work
hard for each other. Of course. a winning team
breeds confidence in one another and builds
good relationships. If there’s trust among you,
you know if you make a mistake your team-
mate is going fo help you out. And you're
desperate to help him if he makes a mistake.”

Nowhere is that better exemplified
than at the back where Robinson and
central-defensive partner Darren Ward
have been reunited. “It's been a pleasure
to play alongside Wardy again, we've
built up a good relationship and that's
been the bedrock of our team: defensively
we don't give a lot away and teams have
to work hard to get anything from us.”

While the league meeting with Swindon
Town three weeks ago - which Millwall won 3-2
to secure third place - is largely irrelevant in
terms of today’s match. Robinson says: “H is fresh
in the memory and it was pleasing to beat them.
But all it will give 1s an idea of what Swindon are
about and what their players are capable of.

“They've got a very good strike-force,
they're a good attacking team and they play
football. It's going to be a hard afternoon’s
work for us, but we'll relish the challenge.”

To lead the team out at Wembley will mean
everything to Robinson. “It's what you dream
of as a child growing up. You want to play at
Wembley and to captain the lads, lead them out,
will be an honour and a privilege.” Overturning
the jinx will make the captain a Millwall immortal..

o,
-

s PAUL ROBINSON

POSITION CEFENCER D.O.B 07/01,/1982
2009,/10 APPS 42 2009/10 GOALS &
SIGNED AUGUST 2001

NATIONALITY ENGLEH
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PLAY-OFF FINAL MOMENTS
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FourFouriwo

umper World Cup
issue on sale now!

Cannavaro, Drogha. Sir Alex_ Tevez. Rio, Ribery & more

June 2010 £4.50

www.fourfourtwo.com

COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE

WORLD
CUP

THE TEAMS - THE TACTICS - THE STARS - THE MATCHES

L
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Get geared up for the summer
KIT GUIDE
W RTS.COM R

A "Preparatmn, appllcatlon_. -
and alittlebitofluck™

Capello’s boys reveal their World Cup masterplan
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00D LUCK TO SWINDON TOWN
We'll be cheering you
gn this afternssn

L THURSDAY 1S RACE MGHT

N\, | TICKET INFD
YAk & ADuLTS £15.08
“4 & CONCESSIONS £12.00
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oo | GET N TOUCH
9 - ” iy .0 og‘% INFOBSWINDBN- SPEEDWAY C6.UK
ML g%ee TEL 07003 321235




/ >.|ommm DOUGLAS B |

romotion to the Championship is the
ultimate aim this afternoon, but for many
players - including Swindon midfieid
orchestrator Jonathan Douglas - there
are ghosts that need to be laid to rest.

Douglas, along with the Millwall players who
were on this same stage 12 months ago, has
recently experienced play-off pain.

The Republic of Ireland midfieider captained
Leeds United in 2008 in this Final when they
lost to a Doncaster Rovers side féaturing his
. current team-mate, Gordon Greer.

Last year, Douglas was again on the losing side
when today’s opponents knocked Leeds out of
the semi-finals. Millwall had their day in the sun at
Wembiey but it ended in heartache as Scunthorpe
United overturned a 2-1 deficit to win 3-2.

“It's not nice getting all the way to the Final
. and losing, especially by a single goal,"

' explains Douglas. “'Gordy' was at Doncaster at
the time and | saw him after the game and he
avas buzzing, and rightly so. Hopefully the two

s of can be celebrating together this time.
“*This is the third consecutive year | have been

experience that. Hopefully this is my chance.”
! has been an instrumental part of the

K’ most seminal moments since switching
d Road last summer. A class act who
ession and who can dictate the ebb
@ game, he's played 49 games in total
pcond only to Jon-Paul McGovemn in terms
indon appearances this season.
icollection of Player of the Year
ent to his popularity with many
as the central midfield player
issing for years. The only
Douglas in his successiul
s a goal in Swindon
nice if it came at
“But to be honest | don't
as long as we win.”
g and his team will have
past a Millwall side who
weeks ago. Douglas was
lequaliser, making the
e Lions awarded a penaity
d given the visitors an early
isjudgement from a player
t a foot wrong all season.
, Swinden have gone under
the campaign. Even at The
pad from the first leg, many
d be Charlton who would
anny Wilson's team rose to the
g they've managed several
gon, most notably in doing the double
g and Southampton, and Douglas is
it they can do it one more time.
Bh our day we are capable of beating any side
# in the division and that's why we have reached this
- stage. | think we play better when teams attack us.
We've just got to go into the game believing that
we are going to win, It's what we've done all year.".

Jonathan Douglas is looking to put consecutive play-off

defeats behind him and make three the magic number
WORDS: NICK JUDD

JONATHAN DOUGLAS
POSIMON MIDFELDER D.OB 22/11/1981
2009,/10 APPS 49 2009/10 GOALS O
SIGNED JLILY 2008

NATIONALITY IRISH
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FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Established for over 200 years

Head Office & Accounts Arthur Stanley House, 52 Culling Road, London SE16 2TN
t: 020 7237 3637 f: 020 7252 3205 www.albins.co.uk headoffice@albins.co.uk

AND ALL THE CLUB'S LOYAL FANS
LET'S ALL GET BEHIND THE TEAM ON SATURDAY

Dig in lady, get i in the
Box and Bu)ug Al

164 Deptford High Street, London SE8 3DP t: 020 8694 1384 f: 020 8694 2426  e: deptfordshop@albins.co.uk

65 Mottingham Road, London SE9 4Q7, t: 020 8857 0330  f: 020 8857 3004 e: mottinghamshop@albins.co.uk
378 Barking Road, Plaistow, London E13 8HL t: 020 7476 1861  f: 020 7511 8698 : hitchcock@albins .co.uk
t
t

[

163 Station Road, Sidcup. DA5 7AA 020 83080015 f: 020 8300 3625  e: sidcupshop@albins.co.uk
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FORDE FIE

Millwall goalkeeper David Forde
is desperate to avoid the play-off
heartache he experienced last May

KEVIN PALMER

DAVID FORDE

SIGNED JUNE 2008
NATIONALITY Ri5H

2003/10 APPS 55 CLEAN SHEETS
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ilwall goalkeeper David Forde admits

the fear of tailure will be his motivation

3s he aims to banish tr hosts of
last season's Off Final heartache
Twetve s after Forde and his
Lions team-mates suffered the unbear agony
that de fixture guarantees. the Inshm

is determined 1o ensure this afternoo
a diffes

“I never want to feel the way | did after that
Wembley defeat last May,” states the goalkeeper.
who was left heartbroken as three goals flew past
him with Scunthorpe United coming from 2-1
down to celebrate a memorable triumph ou walk
off the pitch in the last game of the season and the
empty feeling inside is impossible to cope with

“Different people rmight deal with a big setback
better than | do, but my emotions were all over
the place for a few weeks and | have to admit the
Scunthorpe defeat ruined my summer. It was hard
to think about anything else when you have got
so close to promotion and the desire to get back
to this position has driven us on all season.”

Even though it was impossible for Forde and
his team-mates to find any consolation after that
defeat. he believes the lessons learnt from that
fateful afternoon can now work in Millwall’s favour
ey prepare to take on Swindon Town

“I'm convinced the expenences of last year
can help us this time. The build-up to the
game was a long and draining affair, but the
manager has made sure we treat this year’'s
Final as if it 1s a normal league game

Being familiar with Wembley should also give
us a little edge over Swindon, but we realise they
tough opponents. Wi
eague a couple of weeks back and
won a tight gar

not h

ent conclusion for Kenny Jacke

s men

as th

are going
them in the

‘e only played

3-2, so hopefully we can get

the same outcome today without all the r

A guick return to the Championship was
Forde’s aim when he joined Millwall from Cardiff
City a couple of years ago and while he is now a
mere 90 minutes away from achieving his

arget
the 30-year-old from Galway admits his two
seasons as a Lion - in which he has played all 97
league fixtures, including play-off games - have
been the highlight of his career whatever the
outcome of the Wembley Stadium showdown
There s an Irish tradition running through

Millwall with Mick M
manager here a fi

Carthy having been

hen. Maybe that's why |
at home from the moment | walked through the
door and hog
years of hard work gives us some r

connechions since

ully this 1s the day w

Miliwall 15 a club with a fantastically loyal far
base and our semi-final win against Huddersheld
Jown was a great example hat we are all about
when our supporter
makes
sure they are singing at the end of

A second s

S dre

wise ke no other, SO w

miserable si

not an option worth contemplz Forde
and Millwall, so they have 10 ¢ they a
ners at last 1< YOI

Wembley
—,

&%) 2010 PLAY-OFF FINAL




VWEMBLEY
STADIUM RULES

2 ground

2. the chanting

~ist nature; the
Nobaody
aurnng pla

and entrances, ¢

forbidc
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Entrance to the ground is subject to acceptance by the visitor of the stadium’s
Ground Regulations, which are displayed at the stadium’s turnstiles and
published in full at www.wembleystadium.com/events/groundregulations.
Entry to the Ground shall constitute acceptance of these Ground Regulations.
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Show some respect for our younger fans.

Please report any anti-social behaviour at today’s final
by texting its location (Block, Row and Seat) to 87474.
www.enjoythematch.co.uk

Each text costs your standard SMS rate.
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